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AVEBURY HOUSE RE-OPENS

I

f you had never taken the opportunity to
view the Splendor of Avebury House before
it was damaged in the quakes all is not lost.
The extensive restoration of this magnificent
building is now completed and the House
officially re-opened on the 28th September
2013. A great deal of effort was put into the
process of restoring the building and credit
is given to both the Christchurch City Council
and Simon Construction for the care and time
lavished on Avebury.
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Also early in October, the Chit Chat/Gentle
Exercise group were able to come to Avebury
for their regular monthly morning tea outing.
The group met at Avebury for Devonshire
teas and were served by staff. Many of the
members spending some time exploring the
House. For some it was their first visit to
Avebury House and others were pleasantly
surprised by the standard achieved in the
restoration.

Throughout the duration of the reconstruction of Avebury House the facilities
were sorely missed. This is evident in that
even prior to its official re-opening Avebury
House has hosted a number of events and
functions. The unique character of Avebury
House has provided a charming setting for
two weddings in September and October.
[Continued on page 6]

'the Grand Old Lady' is fully re-opened and open
just in time for the summer
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UPCOMING EVENTS
PICNIC IN THE PARK

had utilized the pools at Shirley Intermediate
prior to the closure and have played a large
his pre-Christmas celebration will be held part in the re-opening and are continuing to
on 1st December 2013, 2.00pm-4.30pm, at provide support through volunteer opening
Avebury Park - Eveleyn Couzins Avenue.
the pools on Saturdays, and meeting the costs
for having lifeguards in attendance during
All are welcome to come along and enter
opening
hours of the pool.
the festive season with a free sausage sizzle,
nativity play, Christmas Carols and musical
Despite the initially bleak weather the event
entertainment by the Garden City Orchestra.
was well attended and commenced with
speeches in the Shirley Intermediate School
This event provides an alternative to the
Hall. These were followed by the official
Carols on the Green previously run by local
ribbon cutting by Her Worship the Mayor.
churches but sadly not possible due to the
on-going disruptions from the quakes in the
Fortunately for those taking the plunge to
area. The Avebury House concert has now
declare the pools open the weather cleared
combined with the previous organizers and
and pupils from Shirley Intermediate took
anticipates providing a thoroughly enjoyable
to the water. Some more adventurous adults
afternoon.
including John Laurenson, Principal of
So, pack your picnic, friends and families and Shirley Boys High School, were also keen to
demonstrate their abilities in the water and
come along and enjoy the fun at Picnic in the
joined
the children in completing two widths
Park.
of the pool.

T

SHIRLEY INTERMEDIATE SWIMMING
POOLS RE-OPEN

n the 25th October 2013, Her Worship the
Mayor, Lianne Dazeil, partook in her first
official public engagement after being sworn
into office on the 24th October 2013.

O

Her Worship who was accompanied by
Pauline Kotter and Ali Jones [both newly
elected councillors] along with M.P.'s Nicky
Wagner and Rino Tirikatene, other dignitaries
and local community leaders attended the
long-awaited re-opening of the Shirley
Intermediate swimming pools. Also in
attendance were staff and pupils from Banks
Avenue, Shirley Primary, Shirley Boys High
and Richmond schools.
Closed since the September 2010 earthquake
the local pools are currently the only
open swimming facility in the east side of
Christchurch. The pools will be opened on
Saturdays from 10.00am - 6.00pm to the
public, thanks to the St. Albans Swim Club.
The members of the St. Albans Swim Club

The re-opening concluded with an umu,
providing those attending an opportunity to
enjoy traditional Samoan fare.
HERITAGE RECONNECT

rganized by the Christchurch City Council,
O
Heritage Reconnect is an annual event
hosted by a number of heritage buildings
around Christchurch.
On the 19th October 2013 Avebury House
hosted an Open Day and enthusiastic staff
were once again regaled in period costume to
celebrate the occasion.
Visitors were enlightened by staff members
who provided tours of the House, which
included a brief history of Avebury House and
its original owners - the Flesher family.
Avebury House was sold by the Flesher
family in 1946 and was purchased by the
Christchurch City Council. For a period it
was left unused, fortunately though the
Youth Hostel Association utilized the House
from the mid (continued next page)
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TE RITQ TAPA CLOTH

taff at Avebury House were delighted by
the presentation made by the tamariki of
Richmond School in September.

S

Te Rito Tapa Cloth features a unique
contribution from each individual at
Richmond School. It's creation was inspired
by the quilts the children had been gifted by
the Avebury House Hugs All Round group.
Due to the imminent closure of Richmond
School at the end of the year a new location

was sought to display the School's Honour
Board, which dates back to 1909, and the
Memorial Roll representing those from
the Richmond area who served in the First
World War. Also gifted to the House was the
School's bell.
Pride of place will no doubt be given to Te
Rito Tapa Cloth, both gifted and received
with great significance, when it adorns a
wall at Avebury House.

1960's, during this time it was known as the
Cora Wilding Youth Hostel. The Youth Hostel
Association using the House at this time was
highly significant as it prevented the intended
demolition of the House,
Devonshire teas proved popular among the
visitors to the House and were served in the
Flesher Room overlooking the expansive
front lawn and the beautifully cared for
gardens. The opportunity to try one's hand
at horseshoe tossing and petanque was also
available with a few of the younger visitors to
the House partaking in this.
It was an absolute delight for the staff to have
current members of the Flesher family attend
this event and a wonderful day was enjoyed
by all.

268 Stanmore Road
Phone 03 3818618
Open Hours
Monday - Saturday 10am __ 6pm
E-mail dave'schicken2012@hotmail.com

The Cheapest Chickens in
Town
- Roy L, Goodman
Roy L. Goodman was a violinist born
in 1951. He was 12 when he became a
soloist for The Choir of Kings college
in Cambridge England

The finished product: Kids from the Richmond area proudly wear their handmade quilts

T

he Hugs All Round group, an industrious circle of women, were able to return to Avebury
House. By early October they had made two presentations of their lovingly handcrafted
quilts. The creator of each of these unique quilts, personally gifts it to the child it is intended
for. This is done in such a heart-warming manner, where the quilt is wrapped around the
child, who is then embraced, not just by the warmth of the quilt but with all the loving care
that has gone into its creation.

Rocky Roads

T

aking the Orbiter bus route at the moment
is no picnic for people wanting to travel
through Shirley/Richmond, unless you like
roller-coasters. The east-side of Chrislchurch
still carries the devastating after-effects of
our big Quake and subsequent aftershocks.
But its not just about the bumps and bruises
on our roads it is also the repair work
being done to fix the situation. Although
thoroughly grateful for the amount of work
our construction workers are putting into the
problem, there are some big consequences for
our business owners and some are fighting
hard to stay in Richmond.
The Richmond Community News Interviewed
two businesses to get the bigger picture
about road closures and thier effects. The
Richmond New World was quick to respond
with a celebration of sorts with the news of
the northern end of Stanmore Road being
opened to two way traffic again after 5
months of just being one-way. They invited
the Canterbury Crusaders Rugby Team along
to celebrate. Justin Purcell, the co-owner
of Richmond New World said he saw the
negative effects on a suburb first-hand when
a main Road like Stanmore is given limited
access. Not only is the New World one
the biggest businesses in the area it is also
Richmonds largest employer. The closure
took its toll on people coming into the area.
Richmond had lost "a lot of life" after the
Quake and thought that little events like
this one could "bring back the communities
vitality".
At the northern end of Stanmore Road is
also where the local post shop sits. Apart
from being well known in Christchurch for
having one of the largest collections of hobby
magazines it is also becoming famous for
its Hugs. The Richmond Village Bookshop
sits on the alternate passing route for people
going to-and-from the Palms shopping mall.
It has a strategic place for traffic wanting
to side-step the hustle and bustle of Shirley
road. The temporary closure of North Avon
Road really took its toll on business and has

left its future (like a lot of Richmonds local
businesses) Up-in-the-Air. Added to the
confusion, the city council are still 'deciding
what to do about the area' making decisions
about the future even harder. The People in
Richmond are changing also. There seems
to be a wave of people who are just staying
temporarily as they wait for the city to be
rebuilt so Richmond is still finding it hard to
build a sense of community.
Thevj are also
j
in the process of upgrading to the new post
system which they hope will save people the
bother of catching a bus to one of the malls.
"Post Shops are the centre of day to day
service and conversation in a community" .
This as well as their 'free-hugs' and 'come in
for a chat' policy is another way of bringing
the spark back to Richmond.
(If you have an Idea about the future of
Richmond Alan and Trish are an excellent
place to start or write to us at: The
Richmond Community News, 9 Eveleyn

Ma & Pa's Cafe Ltd
Open

7 - 2.30 \Vccekdays
8 -2.30 Saturdays
Catering available
Warm friendly neighbourhood Cafe with
delicious food
Ph: 389-4848 - Fax: 389-4868
Mobile: 0276 477-617
Email: shortley@xtra.co.nz

319 Stanmore Road
Richmond

SUN NING TAKAWAYS
237 Stanmore Road Ph 389-3113

Chinese Meals Fish & Chips
Hamburgers
Hours
Tues -Wed: 11.30-2pm / 4.30 - 8.30pm
Thurs-Sat: 11.30 - 2pm / 4.30 - 10pm
Sun: 4.30pm - 8.30pm Mon Closed

(Continued from page 1)

T

he Opening Day celebrations began at
1.00pm on Saturday afternoon and were
attended by many distinguished guests
including the Deputy Mayor of Christchurch
Ngaire Button. Representatives from both the
Hagley-Ferrymead and the Shirley-Papanui
Community Boards also attended. Tim Weir,
representing the Delta Community Trust,
and North Avon Baptist Church Pastor, Jason
King were also among the many guests. Two
of the original volunteers who had worked

For those attending the re-opening at
Avebury House, tours of the House were
provided by staff and Board members along
with afternoon tea. When the time came to
propose a toast for the occasion the guests
raised their glasses to "The Grand Old Lady of
Richmond".
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PHONE ORDERS TAKEN
SMALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
RICHMOND BUSINESS

BUFFET OPEN Thurs -Sat
ACROSS

Crossword Clues

\ Dwarfs'friend (4,5)
6. Bridge of ...in Venice (5)
9. Coloured flower part (5)
10. 4 stringed guitar (7)
11. Muhammad... (3)
12. Kiits or minis (5)
13. Welsh emblem (4)
14. Soviet spaceman Yuri..(7)
16. Virgin creator Sir:..(7)
18. Myanmar language (7)
20, Cricket bowling style (7)
21. The Salvation (4)
23. Lou CosteJIo's mate (6)
24. Sound booster (3)
27. Frog with gills & tail (7)
28. Religious offshoot-; (5)
29. War of the
(5)
30. Academic halt-year (9)

DOWN

1. Old colour photo tone (S)
2. Canoe stabiliser (9)
3. N.Y. stock exch base (4,6)
4. Language of Dante (7)
5. Earth's centre fine (7)
6. Spiritual music style (4)
7. Agaggleof
(5)
S. Arab ruler's realm (9)
14. Galileo, Einstein or
Darwin (10)
15. Brit.Med naval base (9)
17, Dangerous snow (9)
19. Badges & symbols (7)
20. American Marsupial (7)
22. King with gold touch (5)
25. Money of Mexico (4)
26. Former Supremes' singer
Diana
(4)

VII

House will re-convene in 2014,

We would appreciate donations of Richmond
memorabilia, so vitally important to preserve the
history of our suburb in these times.

Photos and objects may be left at Avebury House, 9
Evelcyn Couzins Ave.

Advertising and news items and are requested
for future issues of the Richmond Community
News. They may be submitted to 9 Eveleyn
Couzins Ave or avebury@xtra.co.nz
Disclaimer
Views and opinions cxpiessed in Richmond Community News are not necessarily those of the Editor or Avebury House Community Tiust, No responsibility
is accepted for incorrect information contained in advertisments or editorials. Advertismenis for publication are accepted in good faith and publication of an
advertisment does not imply endorsement by Avcbury House Community Trust. 'J"he Richmond Community News is published monthly by Avcbury House

Communitv Trust? F.velevn Cou/ins Ave. Richmond Christchurch. Telenhone.381 -6615 or R-Mail aveburvf35(!ra.co.n7

