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Built as a family homestead in 1885, Avebury House
and the surrounding 8 acres was sold to the Crown in
1945. Six years later ownership was transferred to the
Christchurch City Council for recreational purposes. The
house and the surrounding 0.8275 ha were used as a
community house, with Plunket Rooms, children's play
area and park. By the 1960's the two storied Victorian
House was saved from demolition by the Youth Hostel
ssociation who leased the property and ran it as the
Cora Wilding Youth Hostel until 1997.
After a needs study was completed in the Richmond area in 1999 - done by Mrs Lesley
McMillan - the Christchurch City Council decided to restore and adapt Avebury House
for Community use. This was done after a community consultation and with input from
the local population, who formed the Avebury House Community Trust in December
2001.
On the 18th September 2002, Prime Minister Helen Cla
re-opened Avebury House at a Victorian garden part
which reflected the community's strong commitment to the
restored house. Musicians and school groups provided
entertainment and catering. The House now provides an
attractive, low cost venue with facilities for meetings, training
opportunities, functions etc. and initiates new community
activities in response to community needs.
Our new Community Development Worker Karm.
Lesley McMillan was the original Community Development Worker for the Avebury House
Community Trust and has recently retired after 15 years of service to the Richmond Area.
Karin Brownie is the new Community Development Worker

Avebury House welcomes back the Youth Hostel
Association of New Zealand, who use a room once a
month for meetings. As most people will be aware we
, were the Cora Wilding Youth Hostel from 1965 until 1997.
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Shirley Brownies have had to disband after many happy years at
Avebury House but are looking for local girls, aged between 7 to 10
years, who would like to join a Brownie Group. If interested please
contact: Teresa on 027 200-7475.
We extend a warm welcome to Cranford Street Pippins, St. Matthews
Brownies and the St. Matthews Girl Guides. Mrs Margaret Flesher,
nee Deakin, was an Area Commander for the Guiding Association
of Christchurch.
Since the earthquakes of 2010 and 2011, community facilities have
been scarce for non-profit groups. Things were
made even tougher for these groups to remain
operating with families moving out of the area to other suburbs or cities.
At Girl Guiding New Zealand, we always try to make the best of a bad
situation, using the events to teach girls about survival and caring for
each other.
At St Matthew's Brownies we are fortunate to have four excellent leaders
who are dedicated to working with girls aged frorn 7 to 10 years. Girls
learn to become independent and work both individually and in teams
learning essential life skills such as team work, cooperation and time
management. They earn badges within the unit but the really keen ones will do them
in their own time also. The best part for Brownies is they start to do a lot more outdoor
activities. Being seen in the community is a big part of recruiting new girls as you can
always meet someone who was once a Girl Guide or knows someone who was.
During this first term, St Matthew's Brownies have been focusing on First Aid and helping
the girls to obtain the Band Aids and Bee Stings badge. The staifof the year is a very busy
time for us with Thinking Day on the 22nd February (Girl Guiding and Scouts birthday)
and biscuit selling throughout the month of March, we try to plan our term
to fit everything in but make sure each task is done effectively. Our unit
currently has 7 girls aged from 7 to 9 years. We meet at Avebury House
each Monday night from 6 till 7:30. Later in the year we look forward to our
camp as well as a range of regional events for girls and leaders.
If you have a daughter who might be interested in girl guiding and is aged
mi 7-9 years, please give me a call for any enquiries;
Wendy 021 105 5438. We ajso have Pippins who meet
on Monday nights from 5:30 till 6:30. Pippins are for girls
aged 5 to 7 years. You can contact Kimberley on 027
362 4697.
The Girl Guides meet on Thursdays during term time from 6pm to
7:30pm and is for girls aged between 9 1/2 and 12 years.
We would like to thank Avebury House for the use of the facilities.
Ill
m »j HThe girls look forward to coming each week and 9an't wait to use the
kitchen! Having such a large outdoor allows the girls a run around but
also means we have the space for outdoor activities.
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Avebury House will be open to the
public on 19 October from 10:30am
until 4pm for Heritage Week, The
theme is Past-Present-Future.
There will be Devonshire Teas
available for a gold coin donation,
displays, activities and tours of the
House.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

As many of you may be aware, Avebury House operates as a Community Trust and
is governed by a Board of Trustees. Changes have seen the Board coping without a
current Treasurer and staff are attempting to juggle with the requirements of Bookkeeping while still fulfilling their usual roles. Avebury House would love to hear from
anyone who is interested in providing some much needed voluntary assistance to the
current staff and would like to serve their community. If you happen to have previous
experience in a similar role, a little spare time and are willing to share your expertise
please contact Karin on 381-6615 for further information.
Other volunteers are also required to assist with the everyday running of Avebury
House. Also we need volunteers to assist with a local survey which aims at identifying
the needs within our local community. This very worthwhile project is being undertaken
by RCAN (Richmond Community Action Network). Your contribution would consist of
going door to door around the friendly Richmond neighbourhood and asking people to
complete a questionnaire. The rewards for your time would include an opportunity to
explore streets you probably never knew about, get some gentle exercise in the fresh
air and meet some of the fabulous people you live close to.
At Avebury House there is a Christchurch City Council Certified
Commercial Kitchen which is used within Avebury House and is
available for hire on a commercial basis. The stove has a gas top
with a double electric oven.

The Avebury House History Group are needing
Volunteers who are interested in the local Richmond The Kitchen
area to help set up the Richmond Room again as our at Avebury
History Room.
House.
One wall of the Richmond Room
at Avebury House.

As most people will be aware the Richmond Working
Men's Club have bought the Richmond Methodist Church
site with the building being up for Removal, by Tender
There has been a Church on this site since the original
"Chapel" was built in 1869 on land donated by Morice
Bing with the Church being built in 1879. The buildings
are of Historic significance for their age and the fact that,
unusually for a Methodist Church, they are wooden - with
the wood coming from the local hills.
It would be a shame for these buildings to be destoyed.

The Richmond Methodist Church
taken from London Street

PLEASE NOTE
THE CLOSING DATE FOR RICHMOND COMMUNITY NEWS ADVERTISEMENTS AND COPY IS THE
15TH OF EACH MONTH
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Older Adults Outing to the Persian Kitchen
On Monday the 23rd June the Older Adults group went out for morning tea to the Persian
Kitchen.
We were warmly welcomed by the owners, Elly and Hamza Coskun, who were superb hosts
that took the time to chat with us and have photos taken by and with some of our members.
We all felt particularly honoured as Elly and Hamza had opened on Monday especially to
host our outing.
The morning tea that was laid out ready on our arrival was scrumptious, beautifully presented
and mouth-watering, we could hardly contain ourselves whilst waiting for our tea and coffee
to be served.
A fabulously relaxing and fun time was had by all and we all went home feeling well fed.
The Persian Kitchen is a beautifully decorated restaurant situated off Stanmore Road just
behind the Red Cross store on Avalon Street. It has a warm and welcoming atmosphere and
one can't help but relax and enjoy the time spent there.
Parking is available out the back which is accessed from Stanmore Road next to Ma & Pa's
Phone 389-0400 or contact them at www.persiankitchen.co.nz.

me owners of Persian
Kitchen - Elly and Hamza
Coskun and their wall
clock. - which is also their
logo.

Frequently caiied phone numbers for Richmond:
Richmond Village Book & Post Centre
North Avon Pharmacy Practice Limited
Christchurch Public Hospital
Main Number
Patient Enquiries
Princess Margaret Hospital
Burwood Hospital
Christchurch City Council
Noise Complaints
Graffiti Hotline
Rubbish Recycling/Composting
Shirley Library thru Central
Water and Sewer Faults
Road Maintenance
Environment Canterbury
River Conditions
Reporting Rubbish Dumping
E-Can Duty Ranger

389-5112
389-6275
364-0640
364-0600
337-7899
383-6836
941-8999
941-8823
0800-824-433
941-8830
941-7923
941-8302
941-8666
353-9007
0800-324-636

Are there any other numbers that you would like added?
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in the Richmond Community News are not necessarily those of the Editor or Avebury House Community Trust,
No responsibility is accepted for incorrect information contained in advertisements or editorials. Advertisements for publication are accepted in good faith and
publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement by Avebury House Community Trust. The Richmond Community News is published monthly by
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