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Welcome 
Richmond is an old Christchurch suburb. Suburban 
boundaries are notoriously elastic, depending, say, on 
whether you are buying or selling real estate, arranging 
local body elections or engaging in other business or social 
activities. The delivery area for the Richmond Community 
News is bounded by Fitzgerald Ave & Hills Rd to the west, 
Shirley Road to the north, North Parade, Banks Ave and the 
Avon River to the east and south. In terms of our coverage 
however, these boundaries are pretty flexible and we will 
have, from time to time, news and issues in common with 
our neighbours in St Albans, Shirley and Mairehau, 
Windsor, Burwood, Dallington and Linwood as well as the 
central city. Our aim in producing this newsletter is to 
provide a regular forum for local people, groups and 
organisations to share information, news and ideas of 
interest to our local area and communities. 
 

The Richmond Community News is being prepared by a 
small group of people based at Avebury House in Eveleyn 
Couzins Ave. For the rest of 2017 we aim to produce our 
newsletter bi-monthly. Our goal is to get back to a monthly 
publication schedule in 2018.  
David Hollander, Paul Smith (Editorial),  
Kristine Spoor (Design), Danté Fyfe (Advertising) 

What’s on in Richmond 
Avebury House (9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue) 
Mondays 
Chit Chat club: 10–11am. This group is for the older adults in 
our community (55+) to get together and have tea and a catch up. 
Gentle exercise class: 11am–12noon. A tutor guides you through 
a gentle exercise routine in order to keep those muscles moving!  
Tuesdays 
Art class: 10:30am–12noon. Explore your artistic side!  
Yoga: 9:30am & 6:00pm. For beginners and experienced  
students alike.  
Wednesdays 
Richmond Community Garden: 9:30am onwards. Come down 
and get involved with our exciting garden group. We have a cut 
flower bed, vegetable beds, fruit trees and a native area to tend to.  
Hugs-all-round Quilt group: 1:00–3:30pm. Members share 
ideas, collect material and encourage one another in the making 
of their quilts.  
Delta House (105 North Avon Road) 
The Evergreen Club: A day programme for elderly people.  
Runs Monday to Friday. For a referral, call Kathryn 960-3228. 
Delta Friendship Link: A club for people with intellectual 
disabilities which operates from Tuesday to Thursday. The 
members engage in a wide range of activities from gardening and 
bowls to movie nights and disco. Call Sue on 389-0273. 
Footprints Café: Monday and Wednesday – 10am–1pm, muffins, 
toasties, tea and coffee at low prices. 
Delta Inn: community meal – Fridays - $3 for a two-course meal 
and free tea and coffee (11am–1pm) meal served at midday. 
Second-hand store: Open Fridays after the Delta Inn 1–1.30pm 
Budget Advice: Talk to our budget advisor, Andrea for help with 
budgeting and finances – appointments available on Tuesdays  
and Fridays, ph. 741-1634 
Craft Group: 10am–12pm Mondays. 
Food store: Providing food parcels for those in our area – open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am–2pm 
English class: Wednesdays 10am–12pm $2 per person. Crèche 
available for pre-schoolers and babies. Call Shauna 389-0219. 
Shirley International Playgroup: A playgroup for women from 
refugee and migrant backgrounds. Fridays, 9.30am–11.30am at 
The Shirley Hub, 69b Briggs Road, Shirley. $2 per session or  
$10 a term. Call Shauna 389-0219 if interested. 
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Shirley Intermediate School Open Night 
 
On Thursday 3 August Shirley Intermediate School will be having an open night, starting at 6:30 p.m. This is a chance for prospective 
pupils and their families to visit the school, view the learning environments and find out about the things that make Shirley Intermediate a 
special school. There is no need to book in order to attend the open night. Come to the assembly hall on North Parade. 
 

Shirley Intermediate School, located on the corner of Shirley Road and North Parade, is a specialised school for years 7 & 8 children. It 
was one of the first intermediate schools in the country, opening in 1934. The school has no exclusive enrolment zone and accepts children 
from our local area and beyond. The school roll is approximately 200 pupils. 
 

The Principal is Geoff Siave. There are six classroom teachers and three specialist teachers (Food Technology, Hard Materials Technology 
& a bilingual class). The school offers many opportunities for pupils to extend their interests and experiences beyond the standard year 7 
& 8 curriculum. A few of these include:  
 

● Bilingual education opportunities — Te Tahu Rua Reo 
● Composite classes 
● Gardening 
● High literacy needs specialist 
● Interaction with local high schools 
● Kapa Haka 
● Music: band, orchestra and music tuition 
● Pasifika cultural group 
● Shirley District Music School – small group & individual tuition on a range of instruments 
● Swimming pools 

 

…and there are many others. The school also hosts Kids Club – a morning and after school programme – contact Trudie on 021 237-8297. 
 

For more information about the school, you can visit their website (http://www.sis.school.nz) or phone the school on 03 385 2229 or better 
still, come along to the open night and see what it’s all about! 
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Delta 
Community 
Trust Quiz 
Fundraiser 
 
Delta Trust is holding its 
annual quiz fundraiser  
at Speights Ale House,  
2A Waterman Place, 

Ferrymead on Wednesday 26 July from 7pm. 
 

Delta is a community development and social service agency 
which works to build caring communities in east and central 
Christchurch. We work with over 2,500 people annually, 
meeting needs and providing spaces for people to participate 
in the community. We work with older adults, people with 
intellectual disabilities, refugees and migrants, and people 
facing a range of disadvantages. 
 

Besides our population-specific services we provide low-cost 
community meals, gardening tutoring, budget advice, support 
and advocacy, literacy and self-empowerment courses, 
counselling and a food bank. 
 

Funds raised from this event will go towards supporting the 
work of Delta as a whole.   
Tickets are $15 and are available from 
deltaquiznight@gmail.com, 389-0212 or from Delta’s 
reception at 105 North Avon Rd.  

Avebury House 
In our previous issue, an article gave a brief history of the Flesher 
family and their Avebury House home. The building and grounds, 
located at 9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue, have been owned by 
Christchurch City Council for many years and served as a  
Youth Hostel until 1997. The building was then restored by the 
CCC and since 2002 has served as a community centre for the 
Richmond area.  
 

The house and park are managed by the Avebury House 
Community Trust. The six members of the Trust board were 
introduced in the February-March issue of the newsletter.  
The board meets at Avebury on the second Tuesday  
of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
 

The board employs a community Development Officer who is 
based at Avebury House. Carol Penfold works at Avebury House 
9–4, Monday to Thursday and 9–1 on Friday. She can be contacted 
by phone (381 6615 or 021713419) or email 
(carol.penfold@aveburyhouse.co.nz). Carol is the first contact for 
any questions about Avebury House and associated activities. 
 

Like the rest of Christchurch, particularly in the east, Avebury 
House has undergone considerable earthquake-related upheaval in 
recent years, but things are settling down now and we look forward 
to providing a wide range of community activities, and 
opportunities for people in the Richmond area to meet and pursue a 
variety of interests. Quite a few groups and organisations already 
use Avebury House for their meetings and other activities; these are 
listed on the front page. 
 

The next time you are walking past, feel free to call in and explore 
the historic homestead, wander around the beautiful park or check 
out the new community garden project.  
Visitors are always welcome. 
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Quilt Presentation  
By Debbie La Salle 

 
Members of the ‘Hugs All Around’ quilting 
group recently presented quilts to seventeen 
children at the Stand Children’s Village on 
Glenelg Spur, St Martins.  
 

The children and staff at the village welcomed us 
with a waiata. Each quilt was prepared with a label 
on the back with the child’s name and the name of 
the lady who made it. The quilt belongs to the 
children to take with them wherever they go. If they 
are feeling sad or lonely they can wrap the quilt 
around them and remember that the lady who made 
their quilt loves them.  
 

Judy van Leeuwen, a member of our group, read 
out names and the children came forward one at a 
time. One of our ladies held up the front of the quilt to show the child and group. She then wrapped it around the child and 
gave them a hug. The kids were so excited and cheered when each name was called. I also started to cheer and make noise 
along with the kids. When the quilts were held up there were a lot of ‘ooohs’ and ‘aaahs’ and clapping. Having only been 
given a list of names beforehand, each quilt seemed to suit the child, whether it was the colours, subject or pattern.  
 

We were treated to another waiata at the conclusion. We could feel the emotion and energy coming towards us. The children 
sat with the quilts wrapped around them. Afterwards they came up to us asking to thank the lady who made their quilt. Many 
gave all of us hugs and thank-you’s. One boy asked if it was his quilt to take home. I said ‘Yes’. 
 

A week later I had a customer who said her daughter was at the presentation. When my customer went to pick up her daughter 
on the last day all the kids were waiting wrapped in their quilts. Another of our ladies has a daughter in Nelson. One of her 
clients told the daughter that her child had been to the Stand Children’s Village in Christchurch the week before; her daughter 
had received one of our quilts and loved it. 
 

We like to feel that we make a little difference to each child’s life. To show them that there are people who care about them, 
and the quilt will remind them of that love. We volunteer our time; each quilt can take 30–40 hours to make. We are all 
nurturers and want to help the community in our own way. 
 

The Hugs All Round quilting group meets at Avebury House every Wednesday 1–3:30 p.m. We welcome new members, so if 
you are interested in quilting or would like to learn more about it please feel free to come along. 
 

 

 

Richmond History Group 
 
The Richmond Room at Avebury House has  
a treasure trove of documents, artefacts  
and other information about the history of  
the Richmond area. If anyone is interested  
in reviving the Richmond History Group  
and learning more about our local history,  
then we would like to hear from you.  
 

Email davidhollander@paradise.net.nz 
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