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A Letter to All of Us

Jayne Ngariki from the Kidsfirst Kindergarten Shirley
writes:

Dear Shirley Community,

The kindy kids doing their rubbish round.

Photo supplied by Kidsfirst Kindergarten Shirley.

Our current programme has been focusing on helping
the children to become familiar with living in a
sustainable community. We took them on a walk around
the block and discovered a lot of rubbish is being
dumped in our community. So, we started picking it up.
When we got back to kindergarten Janette Bowen, our
head teacher, and the children started to sort what we
had found into recycling and rubbish. The next day we
talked some more with the children about what we had
found and the children came up with some feedback for
our community:

Last week we spent time
collecting rubbish around our
block and there are some things
we would like you to know.
In the words of our children
please “don’t put rubbish on the
footpath”, “take your rubbish
home”, “put your rubbish in
the bin”, “rubbish can kill our
animals”, “we don’t like picking up
your rubbish, it’s yucky”.
Kidsfirst Kindergarten Shirley
say: “Let’s all work together
to help make this a community
we want to live in and can be
proud of”.

Matariki Harvest Festival at Avebury, 16 June

By Michelle Whitaker

For the first time we will be celebrating Matariki at Avebury House this year, on the weekend 16–17 June.
The celebrations at Avebury will include a shared feast! We hope to have a hangi, Maori crafts, blessing of a native
edible garden with our local community garden, opening of a stormwater exemplar with Avon Otakaro Network
and more. Mark the date on your calendar — Saturday 16 June. If wet, we will postpone to Sunday 17 June.
Registrations are required for this event — more details in our June issue.

The Pigeons’ Roost

Richmond Community News is brought to you by
Avebury House Community Trust and the following
people:

Did you know that racing pigeons can achieve speeds of
100 km/h and even more? A modern racing pigeon can
sustain an average speed of 80 km/h in relatively still
conditions, and more than 120 km/h with favourable
winds. And somehow; nobody knows exactly how, they
can navigate their way home over hundreds of kilometres
of unfamiliar terrain.

Editorial: David Hollander.
Layout: Kristine Spoor.
Advertising: David Hollander.
Many thanks to our team who deliver the RCN
to 2000 households and businesses throughout
Richmond.

Steve Hann is a mine of information about these
remarkable birds. Steve is President of the Christchurch
Racing Pigeon Federation, which includes the Richmond
Pigeon Club, which, in turn, is affiliated with the
Richmond Working Men’s Club. The Pigeon Club has
over twenty members and their clubrooms are located at
Avebury House. These days they share their headquarters
with the Canterbury Pigeon Club who lost their
clubrooms after the earthquakes.

The RCN is now available online:
www.aveburyhouse.co.nz/newsletter.html
Contact us at: rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz or ring
Avebury House: 03 381 6615.
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in the
Richmond Community News are not necessarily those
of the editor or Avebury House Community Trust. No
responsibility is accepted for incorrect information
contained in advertisements or editorials. Advertisements
for publication are accepted in good faith and publication
of an advertisement does not imply endorsement by
Avebury House Community Trust.

Pigeon racing used to be very popular in Christchurch
and some clubs have records dating back to the 1890s.
Today there are three clubs in Christchurch and many
others all over the country. The sport is hugely popular
in some parts of the world. In Europe and Asia, birds can
change hands for large sums and in South Africa there is
a race with a prize of one million dollars! In Canterbury
there are two racing seasons: February–May for young
birds; under-1 year, and September–December for older
birds. Some weeks there are 1100 birds racing, although
numbers are lower for the longer races.

Classified Ads
Do you have items to sell, or do
you provide a product or service?
Do you wish to reach more than
1800 households and businesses in
Richmond? A classified ad in the
RCN could be the answer. Contact
us to learn more – email:
rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz.

Normally races are held on Saturdays and vary in
distance from 100 km to over 1000 km. These longer
races are typically held just once a year. The birds are
usually liberated en masse at the race point, and each
bird will fly to its particular home coop or loft, however
distant that may be. All birds are fitted with an electronic
tag on one leg and their time of arrival is recorded on a
timer at each loft. The winner is determined by working
out the velocity of each bird; distance travelled divided
by time. These ‘workouts’ are held in the clubhouse on
the Saturday night, where a few ‘cups-of-coffee’ and
plenty of lively conversation help the work go smoothly.

Tuition
Clarinet, Sax, Flute, Guitar, Bass,
& Piano—Experienced local
teachers. Phone Nicola & Ivan
(03) 385-3856.

Steve says the sport has many advantages: you can spend
as much or as little money as you like, you can do it
from home, you can breed your own birds and if you are
handy with hammer and nails you can build your own
loft; it doesn’t have to look flash — as long as it is warm
and dry the birds will love it! The club offers a warm
welcome to new members and there is a hard-core of
enthusiasts who are keen to share their knowledge and
experience. So, if you used to have pigeons back in the
day, or are looking for a new hobby, contact Steve for
more information on 021 978-955.

Services
Jennifer Dalziel Chartered
Accountant. Richmond Chartered
Accountant for 30 years.
Specialising in small businesses,
rental properties, GST. Problems
with Xero, MYOB and other
Cashbooks easily sorted.
Affordable rates. Ph: 385-4015
email: jdalziel@snap.net.nz
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Mothers’ Day this year will be on Sunday 13 May — don’t
forget! And before that, on Saturday 12 May, hundreds of
volunteers will carry out this year’s ‘mother of all cleanups’, removing rubbish from our two major waterways
and the estuary. Many groups will be involved along both
the Avon-Ōtākaro and Heathcote-Ōpāwaho Rivers. In our
part of town, our two local high schools, Avonside Girls’
and Shirley Boys’ will have students involved. So too will
the Avon, Canterbury and Union rowing clubs, all based
at Kerrs Reach, along with other high schools who row
on the river.
These groups and organisations will be organising their
volunteers for the big day. If you don’t belong to one of
these groups but wish to lend a hand, get on down to the
estuary end of Tovey St, South Brighton by 9:30 a.m. for
registration and briefing.

Volunteers taking part in the 2017 clean-up.
our waterways. In response to such huge amounts of
rubbish, in 2017 the City Council agreed to reinstall
booms on both rivers to catch rubbish and prevent, or at
least reduce the amount of rubbish entering the estuary.
One such boom is located locally, just downstream from
where Dudley Creek flows into the Avon-Ōtākaro. Next
time you are passing that way, check out for yourself the
amount of rubbish that gets caught by the boom.

The clean-up is only for two hours, from 10 a.m.–12
noon. Bring sturdy footwear and a good pair of gloves
— and your energy. Everything else you’ll need will be
provided.
Before you come to New Brighton, it is best to register
as a volunteer; this will allow organisers to co-ordinate
efforts to maximum effect. Contact Hamish Fairbairn,
Conservation Volunteers NZ, either by email:
HFairbairn@cvnz.org.nz or phone: 021 399-040. Hamish
will love to hear from you!

Photo supplied by Evan Smith.

The Mother of all Clean-ups, 12 May

When: 9:30 a.m.–12 noon, Saturday 12 May.
Where: Estuary end of Tovey St, South Brighton.
Register: Hamish Fairbairn, Conservation Volunteers NZ,
HFairbairn@cvnz.org.nz 021 399 040.
Bring: Sturdy footwear & a good pair of gardening
gloves.

The mother of all clean-ups started in Christchurch in
2016. In the last two clean-ups, volunteers have removed
nearly 30 tonnes(!) of rubbish and other waste from
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Soul Star Tribe — A Tribal
Belly Dance Collective

New Shared
School Zone
Proposal
Our two local high schools,
Avonside Girls High School
and Shirley Boy’s High School,
are due to move to their new shared
campus at QE II in Term 2 next
year. The new campus will feature
a Performing Arts Centre with
a 750-seat theatre and a 200-seat
theatre, a hockey turf, four sports
fields, three indoor gymnasiums,
a café, and a large library and
learning centre.
Recently a proposal for a new
school zone for both schools
was released by the Ministry of
Education for public response.
Four public meetings were held
in April for local residents to
meet with school representatives
and comment on the proposal.
A consultation survey was
available online and paper copies
were available at the meetings.
The consultation process closed on
26 April.
The zone proposed by the ministry
has shifted eastwards along with
the schools’ new location on the
shared campus at QEII. There is
little overlap with the existing zones
for the schools in their present
locations.
Responses
gathered
at
the
meetings and via the consultation
questionnaire will be collated by
the schools and passed on to the
Education Ministry. A final decision
is expected from the Ministry soon.
It will be interesting to see what
effect the community response has
on the proposal.
For
more
information,
www.newcampus.nz

see

Soul Star Tribe is a
belly dance school and
troupe which specialises
in tribal belly dance.
Tribal belly dance is
improvised group
dancing with influences
from different dance
forms, including Middle
Eastern, American,
Spanish, and Indian
cultures. Dancers
learn set moves
and combinations,
and then put them
Soul Star Tribe belly dancers performing with
together to make a
swords at the Inner City East Multi-Cultural
new performance every Festival.
time.
DJ, a care-worker…dancing brings all
One of the exciting elements of
these different people together from
tribal belly dancing is adding props
all walks of life.
to change a simple performance into
Tribal belly dance is a gentle form of
a special occasion. We can dance
exercise, which makes it accessible
with sword, tambourine, or skirt,
to many levels of wellness and
as well as more modern props such
fitness. Another element of belly
as fan veils and Isis wings. Soul Star
dancing that attracts interest is the
Tribe also use instruments in the
costuming and jewellery. Many of us
form of finger cymbals, and many
are magpies at heart and gravitate
of our dancers play Middle Eastern
toward new and shiny adornment.
percussion.
Our style of belly dancing allows
Like many social hobbies, belly
for a lot of personal choice and
dancing in Christchurch suffered after customisation, and also gives fertile
the earthquakes, and only a small
ground to those who love to sew and
core number of our group continued create.
dancing throughout. We practiced in
Soul Star Tribe is an experienced
people’s lounges, converted garages,
dance troupe; some of our dancers
Scout halls, school halls, and in the
have been performing for over
local parks! It was a challenging time
ten years. We regularly travel to
for us, and we’re proud to say we’ve
take workshops, as well as to learn
come through it closer and more
new skills with local and overseas
inspired than before!
belly dancers. Our dancers have a
Soul Star Tribe hold local classes
presence at weddings, Coca-Cola
in Richmond, and in other venues
Christmas in the Park, birthdays,
around the city. We teach from
and shows. Most recently, we are
beginner level to advanced, and our
performing regularly at the local
classes include people of all ages,
Linwood Community Market. Hope
backgrounds, genders, and fitness
to see you there!
levels. Our youngest dancers are in
Please visit our website at:
their teens, and our oldest in their
www.soulstartribe.kiwi/ for more
sixties! We have mums, grand-mums,
information.
school students, a tradie painter, a
music teacher, retail salespeople, a
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Photo by: Jono Kitt

By Nicola Rooney

Shirley Community Centre?

For many years the Shirley Community Centre
was housed in the old Shirley Primary School
building at 10 Shirley Road, between Slater &
Chancellor Streets. This building was damaged in
the earthquakes and subsequently demolished. For
much of the time since, the site has been used as
a works depot for the Dudley Creek remediation
scheme. As this scheme approaches completion, it
is time to consider what is the best use for this site
in our future.
The Papanui-Innes Community Board has been
engaging with the community to see what type
of facility people would like to see rebuilt on the
10 Shirley road site. Through the Christchurch
City Council Long Term Plan process, the
Papanui-Innes Community Board is lobbying and
advocating for sufficient funding to progress a
community facility. Board Chair Ali Jones feels
strongly about this project. “I’ve made it a die-inthe-ditch project and will resign from the board if
money is not put on budget to at least get a concept
plan and first stages of development underway and
soon.”
The City Council is under pressure in these postearthquake days, with huge demands and too few
resources and too little money to go around.
It’s reasonable to assume that community response
will have some effect on where resources will be
allocated. So, if you feel we need a community
facility, of whatever sort, on this site, make your
voice heard.
If you would like to share your views on the future
of the site at 10 Shirley Road, please contact
Stacey Holbrough, Community Development
Adviser, Papanui-Innes Community Governance
Team: Stacey.holbrough@ccc.govt.nz,
(03) 941-8102.
Photos from top to bottom:
Shirley Primary School in the 1920s,
Shirley Primary in the 1990s,
10 Shirley Rd in 2018.
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Avebury House News
Hugs for Avebury!
This winter we want to offer our rooms for FREE in
exchange for a HUG!
Avebury House Community Trust knows how tight
budgets are for community organisations, so we are
offering meeting spaces for free to reduce a little
bit of financial stress. It is also a way to support the
wellbeing of staff and volunteers in the midst of winter.
Please contact us on 03 381-6615 or email admin@
aveburyhouse.co.nz
N.B. Special conditions apply:
Only available on certain days in May, June and July.
First in, first served.
Tea, coffee and equipment is not included in this
promotion but can be arranged.
Hugs are expected but not mandatory.

Puzzle
A rebus is a form of cryptic puzzle that uses pictorial
elements, words, letters and numbers to stand for a word
or well-known phrase. A good rebus puzzle requires the
solver to make connections that may not be obvious; the
solution usually requires using both sides of the brain.
Like other puzzle formats, e.g., riddles, the rebus
idea is very old and was a popular motif in heraldry.
Nor is it a purely European idea; rebuses have been
popular in Japan for a long time. They can make good
mental exercises. The best rebus puzzles have an ‘Aha’
factor when you work out the solution. They are fun,
challenging, make you smile and even bring real delight.
Have a go at these:
1

2

3

4

5
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Avebury House Library
By Paul Smith
At Avebury House, behind the door under the staircase is
the Margaret Deakin Room, home to the Avebury House
library. The library is open 9 a.m.–4 p.m.,
Monday to Friday. The collection is modest but
interesting; the number of books has grown steadily over
the last year and we are still welcoming contributions.
We have books covering all areas of interest.
New Zealand titles predominate in both fiction and nonfiction; we mainly have New Zealand cooking, nature,
and travel books, but there are a few international titles
as well. People interested in history, the classics, poetry
or essays are well catered for. We also have a small
but useful reference section. There is a wide selection
of fiction, crime and thrillers from all periods of the
twentieth century and early twenty first century.
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Solution to last month’s crossword:
Across
1. Hopeful 5. Bytes 8. Ninja 9. Naïve 10. Spy
11. Saturated 13. Parrot 15. Endear 18. Rearrange
19. Man 21. Built 23. Eaten 24. Essex 25. Retreat.
Down
1. Hinds 2. Penny 3. Flaws 4. Length 5. Ban 6. Thistle
7. Slender 12. Range 13. Parable 14. Readies 16. Aja
17. Answer 19. Mitre 20. Nonet 22. Tax 23. Ent.

As they say, there is something for everyone. To borrow
a book, sign your name in the notebook on the table and
list the title and date. There is no time limit for loans but
remember that others may want to read that title too!
The next time you visit Avebury House, please visit this
quiet space. Feel free to borrow a book or relax and read
at the table or on one of the sofas.
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The Seabrook McKenzie Centre
By Elizabeth Dubin, Seabrook McKenzie
Centre

Photo supplied by Elizabeth Dubin.

Some Richmond locals may have noticed
our building at 68 London St, west of the
Richmond Green, or seen the blue-uniformed
students of the Jean Seabrook Memorial
School around and wondered who we are
and what we do. The Centre was established
by visionary Dr Jean Seabrook with help
from philanthropist Sir Roy McKenzie,
over 30 years ago. We are a registered
charity, and our purpose is to support
people with Specific Learning Disabilities
(which can include dyslexia and dyspraxia).
Often, people with SLD can be labelled as
‘stupid’ and fail to thrive in the mainstream
education system. However, if their disability
is recognised and supported, they can go
Pupils from the school enjoying some vintage games with volunteers
on to achieve great success. At Seabrook
from the community.
McKenzie, we focus on making help
children. We help them to understand and develop coping
accessible to as many people as possible.
and learning skills that will allow them to move back into
The everyday work of the Centre involves assessments,
mainstream schooling.
to identify problems and provide recommendations on
We receive no government funding, so unfortunately, we
what can be done to help. Most assessments are for
do have to charge for our services. However, we keep
children, but we also assess adults. After an assessment
costs as low as we can and everything is subsidised. This
is complete, we recommend interventions to help
is achieved through grants and donations — we are so
the student progress. Sometimes all that is necessary
thankful to all our supporters, especially the businesses
is for their needs to be taken into account in their
in the Richmond community that have donated items for
learning situation, usually through sharing the student’s
our raffles, and to everyone who has supported us at our
assessment report with their school. However, often
occasional fairs on the Richmond Green.
students benefit from working with a specialist teacher,
usually for an hour a week. These tutors have been
If anyone would like to know more about what we do,
trained in the remediation of SLD through our teacher
book an assessment for themselves or their child, or
training course, and work throughout Christchurch and
make a donation, they are very welcome to contact us on
the wider Canterbury area.
381-5383, drop in to reception at 68 London Street, or see
www.seabrookmckenzie.net. We also have a givealittle
Other services include occupational therapy (for
page: givealittle.co.nz/org/seabrookmckenzie.
movement and coordination), psychological support for
the emotional responses that may accompany an SLD,
and the Touch Type Read and Spell typing programme
(recently advertised here in the RCN). We also provide
NZQA approved training courses for teachers and other
interested people, and advocacy on both a small and
large scale, ranging from advice regarding employment
situations, to the Clinical Director travelling to
Wellington to make submissions to government.

Computer-aided, Touch-typing
A course for students aged 9 & older who have
difficulties with reading, writing and spelling,
is being run by the Seabrook McKenzie Centre,
Mondays and Tuesdays, 4–5 p.m. For more
information, contact the Centre on 381-5383,
or check out the home program version on
www.readandspell.com

Also located on our Richmond site is the Jean Seabrook
Memorial School, which was established over ten years
ago for the purpose of providing full time schooling for
up to 24 students with severe learning disabilities who
are not coping emotionally in the mainstream school
setting. By modifying classroom programmes to take
their difficulties into account, and using teaching methods
that have been shown to be successful overseas, the
results clearly show there is a beneficial effect for these
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What’s on in Richmond
AVEBURY HOUSE,
9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue
Phone (03) 381-6615
The Avebury Community
Library is open every day,
9 a.m.– 5 p.m. in the
Margaret Deakin Room at
Avebury House.
Monday
Chit chat Club:
10–10:30 a.m. The Chit Chat
Club is for the older adults
(55+) in our community to get
together and have tea and a
catch up.
Gentle Exercise:
10:30–11:30 a.m. Gentle
exercise class is led by a tutor
who guides you through an
exercise routine designed to
keep those muscles moving!
$5/session.

DELTA COMMUNITY TRUST
105 North Avon Road
Phone (03) 389-0212
Free bread, Monday–Friday:
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., as
available.
Monday
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Free, some criteria apply.
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls
& toasted sandwiches,
10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Items as priced.
Craft Group: 10 a.m. –1 p.m.
Addington Net: Computer
& tech help for all.
10 a.m.–12 noon.

Wednesday
English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL):
10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon. $2,
at 103 North Avon Rd
(next door to Delta).
Tuesday
Pre-schoolers welcome.
Yoga: 8:45–9:45 a.m. Join us
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
for a good stretch! Beginners
Free, some criteria apply.
welcome. $6/session.
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls
Art Class:
& toasted sandwiches,
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Bring a 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
project along or work on some Items as priced.
skills. Drop in anytime.
Fruit & Vegie Co-op: $12/$6
$5/session.
a bag. Pay weekly in advance
each Wednesday, great value.
Wednesday
Richmond Community
Friday
Garden: From 9:30 a.m.
Delta Inn: 2-course
onwards. We welcome
community meal. Every Friday
volunteers, be they seasoned 12:00 noon, $3.
gardeners or newbies,
Food Bank:
to help create a beautiful
10:00 a.m.–12 noon &
veggie garden for our
1:00–2:00 p.m.
community to enjoy!
Free, some criteria apply.
Hugs All Round Quilting
Second Hand Goods/Clothes
Group: 1–3 p.m. We make
store: 1 p.m. Goods as priced.
quilts for children who need
Shirley International
an extra hug. Join us to learn
Playgroup:
more about quilting; this
9.30 a.m.–11.30 a.m. at
includes machine and
the Shirley Hub, 69B Briggs
hand-sewing.
Road. For mums & under
5’s from refugee & migrant
Thursday
backgrounds – playgroup &
Yoga: 6:00–7 p.m. Join us for
English class.
a good stretch! Beginners
$2/session or $10/term.
welcome. $6/session.
Gardening:
Also Tuesday morning.
10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Mary welcomes interested
volunteers to help her in the
Delta vegetable garden.

NORTH AVON BAPTIST
CHURCH, 101 North Avon Rd
Mid-Week Lunchtime Church
Service
Wednesday
1–1.30 p.m. Bring your lunch
and join us for a friendly &
informal re-energising time
of worship. All are welcome.
Senior Pastor Mary, North
Avon Baptist Church.
HOLY TRINITY AVONSIDE
168 Stanmore Road,
Ph: (03) 389-6948
Sunday
Parish Eucharist: 9:30 a.m.,
3rd Sunday of month
Morning Praise: 11:00 a.m.

SHIRLEY LIBRARY,
36 Marshland Road (by the
Palms Mall)
Phone (03) 941-7923
Monday
Book Discussion Group:
10:30–11:30 a.m.
Second & fourth Monday of
the month. $60 for year.
Activity Zone: 3:45–4:45 p.m.
After school club for 6–10year olds. No charge.
Tuesday
J.P. Clinic: 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Weekly. No charge.
Storytimes/Wā Korero:
for over two-year-olds.
10:30–11 a.m. Weekly during
term time. No charge.
Reading to Dogs:
3:30–4:30 p.m. For age five
plus. No charge, but book in
advance.

Tuesday
Every 6 weeks: Foot Clinic
— start with a cuppa, our
registered nurse will clip nails,
Wednesday
then a foot massage, cost $10.
Scrabble: 1:30–3:30 p.m.
2nd Wednesday of Month
No charge.
Wednesday Café:
Thursday
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Come enjoy
Babytimes/Wā Pepi: for
friendly company, listen to a
under two-year olds.
speaker or take part in a fun
10:30–11 a.m. Weekly during
activity and join us for lunch.
term time.
Small cost.
Book Discussion Group:
Thursday
6–7 p.m. Second Thursday of
Holy Communion: 10:00 a.m. the month. $60 for year.
Exercise group: 11:00 a.m,
Saturday
all abilities catered for, sitting
Super Saturday Storytimes:
and standing, cost $4, then a
2–7-year olds. Weekly during
light lunch.
term time. 11–11:45 a.m.
Activities group: 1 p.m. knit,
No charge.
cross-stitch, paint, play a
Magic: The Gathering: First
board game or just chat!
Saturday of the month. For
4th Saturday of Month
8–18-year olds. From 1 p.m.
Association of Anglican
No charge.
Women (AAW) at 10.30am.
We start with a hot drink
before listening to an
SHIRLEY RECREATIONAL
interesting speaker or
WALKERS
undertaking some activity
Mondays & Thursdays:
together.
Meet at Shirley Community
Everyone is welcome to any or Centre site, cnr Shirley Rd &
all of the sessions!
Chancellor St, 9:30 a.m.
Walks around Christchurch.
SHIRLEY LADIES FRIENDSHIP
All ages welcome.
CLUB
We meet on 2nd Wednesday
For more information and
of each month (Feb–Dec),
a copy of the programme,
in the All Saints Church Hall,
contact Sue (03) 981-7071
305 New Brighton Road at 10 or 027 775-4635.
a.m. New members welcome.
Contact Sandra: 381-7129.
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