
On the afternoon of 4 November, the congregation of 
North Avon Baptist and Crossway churches gathered 
to farewell the quake-damaged church building at 
101 North Avon Road. The 
deconsecration of the old 
church building was an event of 
mixed feelings, as we farewelled 
the old while looking to the 
future. Among the people who 
shared their memories were 
some of the founding members 
of the North Avon Baptist 
Church.

The building at 101 North 
Avon Road was opened at 
Easter 1952 to serve the 
congregation of the Richmond 
Mission. This building replaced 
an earlier wooden hall built 
by the Mission after they had 
purchased the land in 1911. 
By the early 1980s it was 
clear that the Mission’s days 
were numbered and in 1983 
the church became the North 
Avon Baptist Church under 
the leadership of Rev Graham 
Reddell and his wife Norah. During their period of 
ministry, the congregation grew and many transferred 
from neighbouring Baptist churches. In 1990–91 the old 
church hall and toilet block were demolished and a new 
lounge, kitchen and toilet facilities were built.  

1990–94 saw the inauguration of the community worker 
project which was the forerunner of Delta Church and 
the Delta Community Support Trust. In April 1994 two 
part-time community workers were appointed and 
housed in Church House, on the corner of Petrie Street 
and North Avon Road. Pastor Mike Coleman took up the 
part-time position of Outreach Worker and established a 
small fellowship which grew into Delta Church.  
The Reddells retired in 1997, to be succeeded by  
Rev. Lindsay Lash and his wife Bronwyn. 

In mid-2001 Mike Coleman left and Tony McCahon and 
Helen Sturgeon were affirmed as part-time leaders 
of Delta Church. At the end of 2002 the North Avon 

Property Trust was established 
in order to purchase and 
manage the former Shirley 
Rugby Football Club building 
next door to the church.  
This became Delta House. 

At the end of 2007 Lindsay and 
Bronwyn Lash left. Rev. Jason 
King assumed leadership early 
in 2008. During Jason’s time the 
congregation began to attract 
young families and the Sunday 
School was re-established. 

The 2010–11 earthquakes 
affected the church building 
as well as the congregation. 
Although we were one of the 
lucky churches whose buildings 
remained operational, sadly 
we lost many key people in 
leadership positions as families 

left Christchurch. In late 2015, 
early 2016 Jason, Kate and family 

moved on and Jason became minister of the Rangiora 
Presbyterian Church.

In 2016–18 the leadership team felt that it was 
important to establish an ongoing vision for North Avon 
Baptist Church. This took about a year before we felt we 
really knew where God was leading us. This vision was 
to be a very inclusive congregation with an emphasis 
on brokenness and those who are marginalised in our 
community. A further year elapsed while we interviewed 
various applicants. We tried to take this process slowly in 
order the find the right person. In December 2017  
Rev. Mary Allan accepted the call to be Senior Pastor  
at North Avon Baptist Church, and began her ministry  
in January 2018.

North Avon Baptist Church
Rev. Mary Allan, Mrs. Margaret Nouwens & Ian Burn

Ian Weir (left) and Tony McCahon take down the cross 
in the old North Avon Baptist Church building.

Continues on page 2
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Richmond Community News is brought to you by 
Avebury House Community Trust and the following 
people:

Editorial: David Hollander. 
Layout: Kristine Spoor. 
Advertising: David Hollander.

Many thanks to our team who deliver the RCN 
to 2000 households and businesses throughout 
Richmond.

The RCN is now available online:  
www.aveburyhouse.co.nz/newsletter.html

Contact us at: rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz or ring 
Avebury House: 03 381 6615.

Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in the 
Richmond Community News are not necessarily those 
of the editor or Avebury House Community Trust. No 
responsibility is accepted for incorrect information 
contained in advertisements or editorials. Advertisements 
for publication are accepted in good faith and publication 
of an advertisement does not imply endorsement by 
Avebury House Community Trust. 

This will be my last issue of the RCN as editor. Next year 
Tanya Didham will be taking over the editor’s role. Tanya 
is the administrator at Avebury House and is well-placed 
to handle the many tasks that the editor’s role entails. 

I will continue to be involved with the newsletter as a 
regular contributor. I see this as a positive development 
for our newsletter, building our production team so that 
the RCN is not dependent on the energy and enthusiasm 
of one person. We are keen to include more people in our 
team of volunteers. If you would like to be involved in 
helping us produce a vibrant and relevant local newsletter, 
we would love to hear from you. This could involve a 
one-off contribution, or perhaps an occasional series of 
articles — or something else...we are open to new ideas.

We are also looking for someone to help us connect better 
with our local businesses. I would like to especially thank 
all the people who advertise with us. Our goal is to make 
the RCN fully self-funding, and our advertisers do much 
to help this happen.

And of course, a big thank-you to our wonderful delivery 
team, who make sure you get the latest in local news 
delivered right to your letterbox each month. All of us 
at the RCN wish our readers a happy Christmas and a 
wonderful year in 2019.

From the Ed…

Demolition of the building started the week after the 
deconsecration service. A new complex will be built on 
the site in two stages; stage one, will begin early in 2019, 
and stage two in 2020. The new complex will house three 
communities:

1. The Baptist Church, which now will be called The 
Delta Community Baptist Church. 

2. The Delta Community Support Trust.

3. The Crossway Community.

The new building will be a significant new facility in the 
Richmond community. It will be a flexible and functional 
structure with lots of light, and indoor spaces that will 
meet needs of the community, including the 2500+ 
current users of Delta Trust. The building will include  
a space for worship, an outdoor garden and children’s 
play area. 

The second stage, to be built by Crossway Community 
Church, will have a larger auditorium space and multi-
purpose gym/sports hall. Our hopes and prayers are for 
a flourishing vibrant community where all are welcomed, 
accepted, and loved.

From page 1.
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Is Richmond destined to become a suburb devoid of 
mature trees, and crammed full of 2-bedroom units? 
Based on a proposed development at 58 Perth Street, that 
is exactly what the future holds for our neighbourhood.

Williams Corporation are planning to build 21 two-
bedroom townhouses on this property. The site is a 
large piece of land — 0.2778 hectares, and so definitely 
lends itself to being developed. This could be done with 
spacious homes on decent-sized plots of land that would 
no doubt attract buyers into the area who want to live 
close to the city centre. 

Instead, Williams Corporation will be ripping out all of 
the established trees on the site and will be shoehorning 
in 21 two-storey units with minimal garden area. Each 
unit will come with only one off-street parking space 
and won’t feature garaging. There is no provision for 
parking a second vehicle for residents of the units, or 
their visitors.  

One might suggest people park on the street. But Perth 
Street is a very narrow roadway, so much so that parking 
is only permitted on one side of the roadway; the street 
is simply too narrow for vehicles to pass through with 
cars parked on both curbs. So on-street parking is not 
an option; it’s already at a premium. It would seem that 
Williams Corporation and Christchurch City Council 
have not taken this into account; either that or the City 
Council planners are solely focused on the value of the 
property increasing from the current Rateable Value (RV) 
of $1,350,000 to an expected RV of over $8,800,000 once 
the development is completed in October 2019. While 
gentrification developments in the area are welcome, this 
type of high-density infill housing is not, particularly 
when it’s going to have a detrimental impact on existing 
residents.  

With 21 two-bedroom units proposed to go on the 
property, the increased number of vehicles in the street 
will also have a negative impact on existing residents. 
Perth Street is already often used as a short cut during 
peak traffic times, by drivers avoiding the Stanmore 
Road/London Street intersection and the traffic lights at 
the intersection of London Street and Fitzgerald Avenue.

Stephen Pike, Sales & Investment Manager for Williams 
Corporation, has confirmed that none of the established 
trees on the property will be retained. Instead the site will 
be “landscaped” with small flowering cherries in place of 

the existing beautiful trees that tower over the property. 
This is a very negative environmental impact on the 
area. Should we, as a garden city, stand aside and permit 
this environmental destruction to take place? Or should 
we be preserving the integrity of our environment, now 
and into the future? Williams Corporation are marketing 
this as “Building the most liveable city” in their sales 
material. Do we want to live in a city barren of mature 
trees, and suburban streets clogged with cars parked on 
already congested streets? Is this what type of housing 
company development what we as a community want for 
Richmond?

It seems to me that this is a straight-forward case of 
unimaginative property development at the expense of 
existing residents in Perth Street. It sets an unwanted 
precedent for not only Perth Street, but the suburb of 
Richmond as a whole.  

Surely a more imaginative, sympathetic development 
could be drawn up, one that considered existing 
residents, the environment, and the future vibe of the 
neighbourhood, rather than sandwiching in what will no 
doubt become rented units with insufficient parking for 
the tenants. 

As a community, this is something we should object  
to with the City Council. This type of high-density 
housing project should be saved for the inner city,  
where apartment-style living is more in keeping  
with the urban vibe.

What Future Richmond?
By Greg Partridge

This aerial view looking south-west towards Fitzgerald Ave, 
shows the site of the proposed development at 58 Perth Street 
highlighted. Imagine this area with no trees, and nothing but 
infill housing.
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There is a lot of talk in Christchurch these days about water. 
There are three distinct water systems: drinking water, waste 
water (you definitely don’t want to drink this) and storm 
water. Each type of water is treated differently and it pays to 
be clear exactly what type of water we are discussing at any 
time. In this article, Kevin Brown of the Christchurch-West 
Melton Zone Committee talks about stormwater and how  
it affects our local waterways. He also suggests practical 
things we can all do to help improve water quality in our 
rivers and streams.

Some of you may have seen the local water zone committee 
members and ECan staff at the recent “Meet in the 
Middle” event at Kerr’s Reach. They were promoting their 
Stormwater Superhero campaign. 

Stormwater is water that runs off roofs, driveways, the 
roads and into our gutters. From the gutters, it usually flows 
untreated, straight into our local rivers and streams, and 
then out to sea. When it rains, stormwater washes many 
pollutants into our local waterways. 

Some of these pollutants are not obvious. For instance, 
brake pads in cars and trucks contain copper to conduct the 
heat away and to stop brakes squeaking. Every time you 
apply the brakes, a tiny amount of copper is deposited on 
the road, and this is washed into streams and rivers by rain. 
Much of this copper ends up in the sediment at the bottom 
of the rivers and streams. Although small amounts of copper 
are necessary for life, larger concentrations can be toxic for 
the aquatic life in the streams. 

The most common roofing material in the city is galvanised 
iron. The galvanising is a zinc coating and some of the zinc 
is washed from the roof when it rains and again ends up in 
our rivers and streams. Tyres contain zinc as a filler and tyre 
wear also contributes to zinc in the surface waters.  
As with copper, larger concentrations of zinc can be toxic  
to aquatic life. 

Water quality also depends on bacteria present. Duck, 
goose and dog poo contribute bacteria which can further 
degrade water quality. With the high population density in 
cities, these, and other pollutants can give rise to “Urban 
Stream Syndrome” where aquatic life in urban streams can 
become compromised. 

How does it look in the Richmond area? Dudley Creek is a 
spring fed stream that rises in north-western Christchurch 
and flows through Richmond into the Avon. Since 2008,  
the Christchurch City Council has been monitoring  
Dudley Creek every month at a site near Poulton Ave and 
North Parade. CCC calculates a “Water Quality Index” 
(WQI), which gathers together a number of parameters and 
assesses them against guidelines. The WQI ranges from  
50 (poor quality) to 100 (excellent quality). Over the last  
5 years the WQI of Dudley Creek has varied between  
55 (poor) to 75 (fair). 

How can you be a Stormwater Superhero and reduce these 
pollutants and improve the quality of our rivers and streams?

Pick up your dog’s poo and dispose of it properly.

Avoid feeding the ducks & geese, and feed eels a little 
raw meat.

Wash your car on the grass to filter out pollutants.

Wash paint brushes in the laundry sink; this is 
connected to the wastewater system.

Put copper-free brake pads on your car when they  
need replacing.

Periodically remove any leaf litter or other  
organic material from the street channel in front  
of your property.

When making improvements around your home and 
garden, consider things like permeable paving, rain 
gardens or rain tanks to help reduce stormwater 
runoff from your property. You can see an exemplar 
rain garden at the Richmond Community Garden, 
behind Avebury House, 9 Evelyn Couzins Avenue.

The Christchurch-West Melton water zone committee sits 
between the public and the City and Regional Councils. 
The zones were set up as part of the Canterbury Water 
Management Strategy in 2012. They comprise 4–6 
community representatives, City Council and ECan 
representatives, and local runanga representatives. The local 
water zone committee make recommendations on your 
behalf to maintain and improve surface water and drinking 
water quality. Monthly meetings are usually held at ECan 
building, 200 Tuam Street and are open to the public. See 
the ECan website for agendas and meeting times.  

Further information on current river and stream quality 
can be found at: www.ccc.govt.nz/assets/Documents/
Environment/Water/Monitoring-Reports/2018-reports/
Water-Quality-Report-2018-ONLINE.PDF

Stormwater
By Kevin Brown
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A large group of local 
people gathered on both 
banks of the Avon on 
the afternoon of Sunday, 
28 October to celebrate 
the installation of a 
memorial marking the 
site of the old Medway 
St footbridge. The 
installation consists of 
one third of the bent 
and twisted span of the 
bridge and has been 
placed parallel to the 
river on the south bank 
close by the old site of the bridge. Signs on both banks of 
the river provide some background and historical context 
to the installation. 

The bridge provided a convenient river crossing for 
pedestrians and cyclists between Richmond and 
Avonside and avoided a long detour to either the Swanns 
Rd or Dallington bridges. The first footbridge was erected 
at the eastern end of Medway St in 1938, using iron 
trusses left over from the Radley St swing bridge over 
the Heathcote. This was replaced with a new steel truss 
footbridge in 1980. 

The information signs by the installation record a tragic 
incident that occurred near the site. A weir had been 

constructed at this point 
in the river in 1931. 
In 1956, a local boy, 
Stephen Green, aged 7, 
drowned while playing 
by the weir, which was 
dismantled soon after.

People remember how 
the bridge was twisted 
and buckled by the 
earthquakes; indeed, the 
tortured bridge became 
a symbol for many local 
people of the power of 
nature and how tenuous 

our place in our natural environment can be.  
The damaged bridge was removed in 2013 and cut  
into three pieces, which were then placed in storage.  
The new memorial is a feature of Te Ara Ōtākaro 
riverside trail.

Current and former members of the Avonside and 
Richmond riverside communities advocated strongly for 
the memorial. Many were former members of CanCERN, 
Canterbury Communities’ Earthquake Recovery Network, 
which was founded within these communities. It is 
hoped that one day a permanent memorial including 
the entire reassembled bridge plus a new functional 
footbridge will be built at or near the site.

Medway Bridge Memorial 

It is only a short drive from Stanmore road to Ferrymead, 
a trip Peter Nash makes most days. Peter and Brendan 
Wahrlich have taken over Settlers Café Bar & Restaurant 
at 1060 Ferry Rd, on the corner with Settlers Crescent; 
the car park entry is from Settlers Crescent. There has 
been a bar on the site for many years, under several 
names, but the final version closed in April. Since then, 
Peter and Brendan have overseen a major upgrade  
and refurbishment to the bar and all its facilities,  
and have chosen a new name. The bar opened for 
business in late October.

Music will be a major focus of the bar. Both Peter & 
Brendan were regulars at Jane’s Wine Bar in Stanmore 
Rd. A major feature of Jane’s was the open mic night 
where anyone could come along and perform; sing or 
play or both, for an audience — often for the first time. 
Since Jane’s closed there have been limited opportunities 
in Christchurch for amateur musicians to have this 
performance experience. Now, Lyn Timpany, who helped 
organise the open mic nights at Jane’s, will be running 
open mic nights at Settlers, every Wednesday night. 
There will be live music on most Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, as well as Saturday 

and Sunday 
afternoons, 
either inside, 
or outside 
in the Beer 
Garden 
(weather permitting). There is currently a Karaoke talent 
quest heat every Thursday night with $1000 in cash 
prizes — the final will be on 20 December.

The bar manager, Sharkey, is well known in the 
Christchurch music scene. He has run karaoke nights and 
Elvis shows over many years. The bar will also feature 
monthly Christchurch Musos Club get-togethers — come 
along and join in. Settlers also has gaming machines, so 
they are in a position to assist community sports teams 
and clubs; so pop and down and see them.

So apart from the music and the new sunny beer garden, 
with views of the hills and over the estuary, there are 
several Richmond connections with the new bar. If you 
enjoyed the open mic nights at Jane’s, check out the new 
version at Settlers, 1060 Ferry Rd.

Settlers Café Bar & Restaurant
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Puzzle
The official Scrabble dictionary runs to nearly 900 
closely printed pages and includes some very unusual 
words. Everyone seems to like long words, and with 
a 50-point bonus for using all seven tiles at one time, 
who wouldn’t? But people who play Scrabble a lot 
know how useful short words can be; those  
2 and 3-letter words that help maximise a score with 
unpromising letters. There are 124 two-letter words 
allowable in Scrabble and more than a thousand three-
letter words — and strong players know them all! 

But what do they mean? Here are just a few of the 
unusual short words allowed in Scrabble, along with 
their meanings. You might like to try working these 
into your conversation — or then again…perhaps not!?

aa      n. type of volcanic rock. 
ba      n. Ancient Egyptian symbol. 
ch      v. Archaic form of eke. 
di       n. Gods. 
ea      n. River. 
fy          Expression of disapproval. 
gu      n. Musical instrument (Scots). 
hae    v. Have (Scots). 
io       n. Type of moth. 
jee     n. Variant of ‘gee’. 
ky      n. Cows (Scots). 
lek     n. Location for birds’ mating rituals. 
mho  n. Unit of conductance; reciprocal of the Ohm. 
ne      prep. Nor. 
ob      n. Expression of opposition. 
pyx    n. Receptacle for Eucharistic host. 
qi       n. Life force. 
rya     n. Scandinavian rug. 
sei      n. Type of whale. 
tew     v. Work hard. 
ut       n. Sound to stand for the musical note ‘C’. 
vav    n. Letter in Hebrew alphabet. 
wud   n. Wood (Scots). 
xu      n. Unit of currency (Vietnam). 
yu      n. Jade. 
zo      n. Tibetan cattle. 

Anyone for Scrabble?

Across 
7. Eastern openings are 
     things that happen. (6) 
8. Old melody plays as they  
     leave the stage. (5) 
10. Rum mixed with 
       hard work causes  
       violent confusion. (7) 
11. Trees may produce this 
       organic compound. (5) 
12,13. This was a stressful 
             time. (4,5) 
17. Theatre coach. (5) 
18. Information is a little bit  
       backward. (4) 
22.  Sounds like an attempt  
        at public notification  
        that strikes a chord. (5) 
23. This could help you see 
       better? Nonsense! (7) 
24,25. Sea trail ends in 
            confusion...here, in  
            the Pacific. (6,6)

Down 
1. This may be the deep art of 
     bureaucratic obstruction. (3,4) 
2. She succeeds. (7) 
3. MP did this to get a seat. (5) 
4. Enclosures surrounded by  
     Devon river — think of the  
     cost! (7) 
5. Leave the east — just so! (5) 
6. Begin to get a surprise. (5) 
9. Regal isle could make you  
     sneeze. (9) 
14. I dusted all around, before  
       I did school-work. (7) 
15. One vehicle, following  
       another vehicle, makes yet  
       another vehicle. (7) 
16.  Fight back, then  
        take cover…the result is  
        unprocessed. (7) 
19. Number three, perhaps. (5) 
20. I am this person. (5) 
21. Any one of five will help us  
       detect meaning. (5)

Solution to November’s crossword: 
Across: 1. Charlady 7. Peers  8. Debenture 9. Leo 10. Tote 
11. Bluffs 13. Stratocumulus 15. Tremor 16. Ages 18. Aka 20. 
Dismantle 21. Exits 22. Trimaran.

Down: 1. Cadet 2. Arbiter 3. Long 4. Double-crosser 5. Bell 6. 
Osmosis 7. Perfume 12. Attends 13. Steamer 14. Lighter 15. 
Tacit 17. Stern 19. Calm

Cryptic Crossword
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Our October issue included a short article about the small park on the 
corner of Pavitt and Alexandra streets. Thank you to several people who 
have responded with information about the site. 

Kristine Spoor tells us that there are benches with the same snake-design 
legs in the children’s playground at the Botanic Gardens. Bob Gordon, who 
lived at 43 Pavitt St in the 1950s, remembers a cottage on the corner with 
Alexandra St.

Another reader Chris, has done some research of the property title, which 
was issued in 1870. Chris’s search also showed the sewer connection 
to the property was capped in 1957, so presumably the house was 
demolished at this time. The section was acquired by the CCC in 1995. In 
2007 they created the park based on a similar site on the eastern corner 
of Tuam St and Stanmore Rd, at the southern end of Stanmore. This small 
park also has benches with the snake design legs. They were presumably 
part of a set purchased by the CCC.

Julie Holmes, née Huggins, grew up at 65 Alexandra St in the late 50s 
& 60s. This house is next door, immediately west of the property at 69 
Alexandra St, the site in question. Julie’s father, Henry Huggins, had been 
born at #65 in 1924. As he was growing up, the house next door at 69 
Alexandra St was owned by the Grenfell family; Frank & Ina Grenfell and 
their five children, one of whom, Dorothy Grenfell, married ‘the boy next 
door’ — Henry Huggins.

Julie remembers the section at number 69 being vacant in the 1960s, with 
the foundations of an old house and some building detritus strewn about; 
this timing works in with the 1957 date from Chris’s research. If anyone 
has any information to add, please get in touch; contact details on p2.

Wee Richmond Gem — Pt 2Tuition
Clarinet, Sax, Flute, Guitar, Bass,  
& Piano—Experienced local 
teachers. Phone Nicola & Ivan  
(03) 385-3856.

Services
AKIVA Your local business  
fast Internet, telephone line &  
IT supplier. hello@akiva.co.nz  
03 9837180.

NEO School of English 
IELTS & OET exam preparation 
courses. 
Small groups, highly qualified 
teachers. 
e: monika@neocentre.co.nz 
m: 022 074-1438

Gaga Dodgeball is a version of handball, played in 
a large wooden fenced pit. The aim is to hit other 
kids’ legs with the ball. If you get hit you are out. 
The last one standing wins. The game is an outlet for 
competitive behaviour, encourages physical activity 
and is heaps of fun.

Earlier this year, Shirley Primary School was 
presented with a generous donation on behalf of 
the Christchurch Combined Residents’ Association, 
Shirley Residents’ Association, and Christchurch 
Power Consumers. All three organisations held 
meetings in 2017 at which it was unanimously 
decided that the groups would be wound up, and 
that all remaining funds would be donated to Shirley 
Primary School. Mr Ralph Ross, who presented 
the money, of $986.50, to the Board of Trustees, 
said the donation was made with gratitude for the 
school’s support and kindness over many years in 
allowing meetings to be held in the school hall. 

The board decided to use the money to build a 
dodgeball pit so the children could enjoy the fun and 
thrill of dodgeball.

Going Gaga!?
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What’s on in Richmond
AVEBURY HOUSE,  
9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue.  
Phone (03) 381-6615 
Avebury House will be open 
until 19 Dec. and will re-open  
14 Jan. 2019. 
Monday 
Chit chat Club: 10–10:30 
a.m. The Chit Chat Club is for 
the older adults (55+) in our 
community to get together and 
have tea and a catch up. 
Gentle Exercise: 10:30–11:30 
a.m. Gentle exercise class.  
with a tutor who guides you 
through an exercise routine 
designed to keep those muscles 
moving! $5/session

Tuesday 
Yoga: 8:45–9:45 a.m. Join us 
for a good stretch! Beginners 
welcome. $6/session.  
Also Thursday evening. 
Men’s Shed: 12 noon–4:00 p.m. 
Art Class: 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Bring a project along or work on 
some skills. Drop in anytime.  
$5/session.

Wednesday  
Richmond Community Garden: 
From 9:30 a.m. onwards.  
We welcome volunteers, be they 
seasoned gardeners or newbies, 
to help create a beautiful veggie 
garden for our community to 
enjoy! 
Hugs All Round Quilting Group: 
1–3 p.m. We make quilts for 
children who need an extra hug. 
Join us to learn more about 
quilting; this includes machine 
and hand-sewing. 
Shake and Relax: 6:30 p.m. 
8-week course. Practice 
calming your body and mind 
in a supportive group. Check 
Facebook for details & dates.

Thursday 
Yoga: 6:00–7 p.m. Join us for 
a good stretch! Beginners 
welcome. $6/session.  
Also Tuesday morning.

Friday 
Men’s Shed:  
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

RICHMOND COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

Want to buy a fabulous Xmas 
gift? Buy a tree and have it 
planted at Richmond Community 
Garden for everyone to 
enjoy. Contact coordinator@
richmondcommunitygarden.
co.nz for more info.

Our little shop is open for olive 
oil, hand creams, chutneys, 
jams and a range of gifts for the 
gardener in your life.

Hours: Wed & Sat, 9:30 a.m.– 
1 p.m. at the River Rd entrance 
to Richmond Community Garden 
behind Avebury House.

DELTA COMMUNITY TRUST,  
105 North Avon Road.   
Ph: (03) 389-0212 
Delta will be open until 21 
December. Some services will 
close earlier: 
ESOL class: 12 Dec.  
(at Avebury House). 
Friendship Link last day: 13 Dec. 
Delta Inn (Friday lunch) & Shirley 
International Playgroup: 14 Dec. 
Evergreen Club: 21 Dec. 
 
Delta (incl. Food Bank) will open 
again 7 January. Some services 
will open later: 
Evergreen Club: 14 Jan. 
Friendship Link: 15 Jan. 
Café: 4 Feb. 
Delta Inn: 8 Feb. 
Delta’s Food Bank is generously 
supported by ‘Z’ petrol station 
Shirley. 
Free bread, Monday–Friday: 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.,  
as available.

Monday 
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.  
Free, some criteria apply.  
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls  
& toasted sandwiches,  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Items as priced. 
Craft Group: 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Addington Net: Computer & tech 
help for all. 10 a.m.–12 noon.

Tuesday 
Budget Advice: 9 a.m.–3 p.m.  
by appointment

Wednesday 
English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL): Wednesdays, 
10 a.m.–12 noon. $2 at Avebury 
House. Pre-schoolers welcome. 
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m.  
Free, some criteria apply. 
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls  
& toasted sandwiches,  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Items as priced. 
Fruit & Vegie Co-op: $12/$6  
a bag. Pay weekly in advance 
each Wednesday, great value.

Friday 
Delta Inn: 2-course community 
meal. Every Friday 12 noon, $3. 
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–12 noon,  
& 1–2 p.m.  
Free, some criteria apply.  
Second Hand Goods/Clothes 
store: 1 p.m. Goods as priced. 
Shirley International Playgroup: 
9.30 a.m.–11.30 a.m. at the 
Shirley Hub, 69B Briggs Road. 
For mums & under 5’s from 
refugee & migrant backgrounds – 
playgroup & English class.  
$2/session or $10/term. 
Gardening: 10:30 a.m.–4:30 
p.m. Mary welcomes interested 
volunteers to help her in the 
Delta vegetable garden. 
Young Adults Programme:  
Ages 18–36 with disabilities. 6–8 
p.m. Contact Natalie:  
Natalie@deltatrust.org.nz

NORTH AVON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday Services: Every Sunday 
at 9.30 a.m., Delta Community 
Trust building (cnr of North Avon 
Rd & Chrystal St). 
Spiritual lunch — feeding your 
spirit: Join us for a friendly, 
informal, re-energising time.
Where: Delta Community Trust 
Building 
When: Wednesdays 1–1:30 p.m. 
All are welcome.

HOLY TRINITY AVONSIDE,  
168 Stanmore Road,  
Ph 389-6948

Services 
Parish Eucharist: 9.30 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Prayer and Praise: 11:00 a.m. on 
3rd Sunday. 
Quiet Eucharist: 10:00 a.m. 
every Thursday.

Tuesday 
Every 6 weeks: Foot Clinic — 
start with a cuppa.  
Our registered nurse will clip 
your nails and then you will have 
a foot massage. Cost $10.  
Next date is 11 December. 
Bookings essential. Ph: 389 6948

2nd Wednesday of Month 
Wednesday Café: From 11:30 
a.m. Come enjoy friendly 
company, listen to a speaker or 
take part in an activity and join 
us for lunch.  Small charge.

Thursday 
Exercise Group: 11:00 a.m.  
All abilities catered for, sitting 
and standing, cost $6, followed 
by light refreshment. 
Activities at 1 p.m.: Knit, 
embroider, paint, play cards or 
board games.

Saturday 15 December 
Association of Anglican 
Women: 10:30 a.m. Christmas 
Communion service & morning 
tea.

Community Carols: 
Come & sing carols with us on 
Sunday 16 December at 5 p.m. 
in the grounds of Holy Trinity, 
followed by light refreshments.

Community Christmas Meal: 
Sunday 23 December at  
5.30 p.m. Tickets $5 from the 
Parish Office. Please buy tickets 
by Thursday 20 December.

Services: 
Monday 24 December at  
11.15 p.m. Carol singing followed 
by candlelit midnight mass. 
Tuesday 25 December  
(Christmas Day) at 9.30 a.m., 
Christmas Eucharist.

SHIRLEY LIBRARY, 36 Marshland 
Road (by the Palms Mall).  
Phone (03) 941-7923

Shirley Library will be open 
normal hours during December-
January: Mon–Fri, 9–6 p.m., Sat 
& Sun: 10–4 p.m. Closed: 25 & 
26 Dec; 1 & 2 Jan.

Monday 
Book Discussion Group: 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Second & 
fourth Monday of the month. 
$60 for year. 
Activity Zone: 3:45–4:45 p.m. 
After school club for 6–10-year 
olds. No charge. 

Tuesday 
J.P. Clinic: 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Weekly. No charge. 
Storytimes/Wā Korero: for over 
two-year-olds. 10:30–11 a.m. 
Weekly during term time.  
No charge. 
Reading to Dogs: 3:30–4:30 p.m. 
For age five plus. No charge,  
but book in advance.

Wednesday 
Scrabble: 1:30–3:30 p.m.  
No charge.

Thursday 
Babytimes/Wā Pepi: for under 
two-year olds. 10:30–11 a.m. 
Weekly during term time. 
Shirley Library’s Culture 
Exchange: 3:30–4:30 p.m.  
A friendly group where you can 
make new friends,  
practice English and learn about 
New Zealand. Free. 
Book Discussion Group:  
6–7 p.m. Second Thursday of the 
month. $60 for year.

Friday 
Card Club 1.30–3.30 p.m.  
No charge.

Saturday 
Super Saturday Storytimes:   
2–7-year olds. Weekly during 
term time. 11–11:45 a.m.  
No charge. 
Magic: The Gathering: First 
Saturday of the month.  
For 8–18-year olds. From 1 p.m.  
No charge.

SHIRLEY RECREATIONAL 
WALKERS 
Mondays & Thursdays:  Meet 
at Shirley Community Centre 
site, cnr Shirley Rd & Chancellor 
St, 9:30 a.m. Walks around 
Christchurch. All ages welcome. 
For more information and a copy 
of the programme, contact Sue 
(03) 981-7071 or 027 775-4635.
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