Richmond School Roll of Honour
Like many communities around the world, Richmond saw many of its young men leave to fight in
World War 1. The names of those servicemen and one woman, who had a connection with
Richmond School are recorded on an honours board, which is now housed in the Gordon Prince
Room at Avebury House. The wooden board measures 1560 mm wide & 1955 mm high. There are
325 names recorded in five columns. Forty-eight names have a silver star beside them, which
indicates the person died while on service. The Richmond School Roll of Honour has had a lot of
moves and other changes since it was unveiled in 1918. This document sets out to trace its story and
explain how it came to be in Avebury House.
In early 1918, the war in Europe was still raging. Here in Richmond, the school community had
decided to create a memorial to those people from the school who had served overseas in the war.
The fashion for such memorials at the time was a ‘Roll of Honour’; usually a list of the names of
those people who had lost their lives in war. At Richmond they decided to cast the net wider and
record the names of all those people who served in the war and who had a connection with the
school, either as staff or students.

Figure 1. Photo of the roll of honour from the 1925 Richmond School jubilee booklet.
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We do not know who designed or produced the memorial, but on Monday 18 February, 1918, the
Governor-General, the Earl of Liverpool, unveiled the memorial in a ceremony at the school. For the
unveiling ceremony the roll had been mounted on a raised platform and draped in a Red Ensign. It
had been originally planned that the ceremony take place the previous Saturday; a small metal
plaque now located near the top of the board states “Presented by Pupils and Friends, 16-2-1918” —
but heavy rain on that day caused the ceremony to be postponed until the following Monday.

Figure 2. Clipping from the Star, 16 Feb, 1918.

Figure 3. Map of Richmond Green showing
approximate positions of the school buildings c.1912.

In 1918 Richmond School was located on the west side of Stanmore Rd, on the site of what is today
Richmond Green. The school had been opened on this site in 1875, originally as Bingsland School, a
side-school of East Christchurch School. After the unveiling ceremony, the roll of honour presumably
was moved indoors. The school at this time consisted of two main buildings: the original wooden
single-storey teaching block built in 1875 and, south of this, a two-storey brick building completed in
1882; both buildings faced Stanmore Rd.

Figure 4. The Richmond School buildings from Stanmore Road, 1905.
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Alongside these were the headmaster’s house on the corner of Stanmore Rd and London St and the
school caretaker’s cottage, built in 1902, further east on the corner of London and Cumberland
streets. This cottage is the only building still standing. Cumberland street originally ran north and
south of London St. In 1926 the southern portion was renamed Pavitt St.
The newspaper report of the unveiling ceremony (see Appendix 1) states that the roll recorded 250
names of men who had served, including 31 who had lost their lives. It must have been a difficult job
identifying all those people who served who also had a connection with the school and many names
have been added since 1918. The earliest photo of the board is from the school jubilee booklet, 1925
and shows 323 names. This photo also shows that the board originally was mounted in a large
wooden surround topped with a pediment bearing the inscription “Roll of Honour Richmond
School”. This surround has been lost and only the names board itself now remains.
The second photo of the board (see Figure 6) appears in the 1975 school centennial booklet; we
don’t know when this photo was taken, but it is at a later date and a different location from the 1925
photo; presumably in the ‘new’ building on the Pavitt St site. The senior classes moved into a newlybuilt two-storey brick building on a new site nearby in Pavitt St in 1926. The infant classes remained
for some years on the Stanmore Rd site.

Figure 5. The ‘new’ school building upon completion at the Pavitt St site, 1925.

At this time the board shows two extra names plus another six that are recorded on the base of the
wooden surround. The small metal plaque referred to on p1 is visible in both photos, mounted in the
surround beneath the names board.
At the end of 1975 the two-storey brick building was demolished and single-storey buildings
erected on the Pavitt St site to provide the school with accommodation more appropriate to
modern educational ideas. So, the Roll of Honour must have moved again.
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Figure 6. Photo of the roll of honour from the school centennial booklet, 1975 .

Much later came the earthquakes of 2010–11. In the aftermath, the Ministry of Education
introduced major changes to Christchurch schools. A number of radical proposals were made to
close some schools and amalgamate others; Richmond was one of the schools slated for closure.
Despite a robust campaign by the local community resisting the proposal, Richmond School was
closed at the end of 2013. One of the many ‘loose ends’ that arose from the closure was what
would become of the Roll of Honour.
Avebury House had been badly damaged in the earthquakes and was closed for some time before
the Christchurch City Council carried out major repairs to return the house to its central role in the
local Richmond community. It was fortunate that this work was completed in time to receive the
school’s Roll of Honour. Over the years the board has been stripped of its fine surround, its title and
even the six names that were added on the wooden base.
Now, along with the school’s honours board and a smaller WW2 memorial plaque, this memorial
of the Great War has come to rest again in another new home. Hopefully this will be an end to this
memorial’s wandering.
David Hollander
October 2017
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Appendix 1: ‘The Star’ — 18 Feb, 1918
ROLL OF HONOUR
UNVEILED AT RICHMOND SCHOOL
A very handsome roll of honour for old boys of the
Richmond School who have fought in the war was
unveiled this afternoon by his Excellency the
Governor-General. The ceremony took place in the
school ground, where the roll had been erected
behind a raised platform, and draped with a Red
Ensign. Here was a large gathering of school
children and parents. Their Excellencies were
received by Mr H. Langford, chairman of the
School Committee, and Lady Liverpool was
presented with a bouquet by a little girl. Among
others present were Colonel Chaffer, officer
commanding the district, Major Macdonald, and
the Mayor of Christchurch (Mr H. Holland).

“We of the, British race,'’ his Excellency
continued, "are very curious mortals, and I am
proud to say I belong to that race. We do not like a
great deal of unnecessary fuss; but deep down in
our hearts we bear a great veneration for the great
and worthy deeds of our ancestors and
contemporaries. I look upon it as a great honour to
unveil a roll of this kind. I look upon it as a glorious
day, on which the men who have done great deeds
and are doing great deeds are going to be left to the
recollection of the children here today and those
who are to follow.” Those who had gone, he added,
had left a great gap, and those who were left would
have to make a double effort to meet the call made
upon them. They might not have to face the same
dangers, but they must emulate, the men who had
gone, and try to keep up the standard of the British
race. To do this they must try to he tactful and
sympathetic, for this would have a greater
influence for good among their neighbours. The
war had called for enormous sacrifices, which were
going on throughout the Empire. Two things must
he instilled into the minds of the children. They
must regard themselves as quite as good as those
who had gone before, and they must be kind to their
neighbours and courteous to everyone. They must
keep the flag flying very high. (Applause.)

After the singing of the National Anthem the
chairman read apologies for absence from the Hon
G. W.Russell, who expressed his sympathy with
the bereaved, and from the Rev O. Fitzgerald, and
Mr O. S. Howard, an ex-schoolmaster. Mr
Langford went on to express the honour done the
school by the presence of their Excellencies at the
unveiling ceremony. They were, he said, following
the example of the King and Queen in their very
kindly interest in the boys who had gone to the
front. This was having a very inspiring effect
among all classes. Richmond School had sent away
over 260 men to uphold the honour of the flag. He
asked his Excellency, on behalf of the committee
and parents, to unveil the roll of honour, which
recognised the achievements of these men.

Lord Liverpool then unveiled the Roll of Honour,
and three cheers were given for the boys at the
front. The Mayor, in a brief speech, testified to, the
very gallant deeds of the men at the front, and in
speaking of the very great interest taken by their
Excellencies in the welfare of the soldiers,
mentioned the launching of the Lady Liverpool
Fund, and spoke of the very great appreciation of
the boys for gifts from that fund.

His Excellency Lord Liverpool, addressing the
gathering, said that he was always glad to be
present wherever possible at such ceremonies. It
was not long ago, at a similar ceremony at
Roseneath, that things did not seem so favourable
at the front as they had been; but he had felt even
then that the men who had “gone west” would not
wish a legacy to be handed down to any who were
craven-hearted. They all felt that they were now on
the eve of very great events, but the men at the front
would meet the situation as their forefathers had
always met it in the past.

Colonel Chaffey also addressed a few inspiring
words to the pupils on the lesson of the roll of
honour, and the need for efficiency.
The headmaster (Mr T. W. McGregor) also
addressed the children, remarking that of the 230
names on the roll, thirty-one were of men who had
lost their lives.
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After the National Anthem their Excellencies
returned, the guard of honour bring supplied by
Boy Scouts from Holy Trinity, Avonside, and St
Mark’s, Opawa.

Appendix 2: The Honour Roll Today

Photograph by David Hollander
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Appendix 3: Names List
The names on the board appear in no obvious order; there are several people sharing a surname,
but they aren’t always grouped together. This list shows the 325 names in alphabetical order, plus,
at the end, the six names that were recorded on the base of the memorial in Figure 6.
* after a name indicates the person died while on service.
ADAMS J.E.
ADCOCK E.
ALLARD G.R.*
ALLARD R.W.
AMBROSE K.D. *
ANDERSON J.
APPLEYARD D. *
APPLEYARD J.
ARMITAGE J.A.
ARMITAGE R.G.
ARMSTRONG K.
ARNOLD B.E.
ARROW L.V.
ATTWOOD G.E.
AUSTIN J.J. *
BAGGS N.
BAIN A.C.W. *
BAMPTON H.
BANNERMAN V. *
BARNS V.
BARWELL E.A.
BARWELL L.
BASCAND W.A.
BASSETT J.M.
BASSETT L.M.
BAVERSTOCK H.
BAXTER E.
BELL H.D.
BELL W.O.
BISHOP A.
BISHOP A.G.
BISHOP W.
BOLTON P.
BOOKER C.G.
BOOKER J.R
BOWLEY A.W.
BOWLEY F.J.T.
BOX G.I.
BOX W.E.
BRICE H.C.
BROOM E.G.

BROWN A.
BROWN A.D.
BROWN E.G.
BRUNSDEN C.
BRUNT J.H.
BUCKETT G.
BURNS B. *
BURNS W.
BURROWS H.
BUTLER H. *
BUTTERS K.G.
CALDER W.J.
CALDWELL E.
CALDWELL W.A.
CALDWELL W.J.
CARR F.
CAYGILL G.D.
CHALLINER R.R.V.
CHAMPION L.
CHEESEMAN E.L
CHIDGEY C.
CHIDGEY V. *
CHRYSTALL G.
CLARK G.
CLARKE LF.
CLEWORTH J.H. *
COCHRANE E.
COLLINS W.A.
COOKSON A.E.S.
COOKSON H.
COOKSON R.
COOKSON R.O.
CORLEY C.
COTTON E.
COTTON P.
CROWE A.
CUDDON R.
CULLEN A.G.
CUSACK J.
CUSACK T.
CUSACK W.

DACOMBE C.
DACOMBE P. *
DALTON L.
DARLOW F.
DAVIDSON C.H. *
DAVIDSON J.J.
DAVIS G.L
DAWBER R.R.
DEVEREUX E.J.
DEVEREUX P
DICK W.
DICKSON P.
DINGLE E.J.
DINGLE H.H.
DINGLE W.S.
DONALDSON G.S.E.
DONOHUE B.
DRAYTON A.
DRAYTON G.F.
DUGGAN L.H.
DUNN G.
DUNN L.
ELWOOD E.H.
EMMETT A. *
FALLA H.T.
FIFE T. *
FITCH R.D. *
FLETCHER C.
FORD W.
FOSTER A.T.
FOSTER W.G.
FRASER A.
FRASER J.
FRASER N.
FRASER R.
FRASER W. *
GALE G. *
GILDERS D.
GLASSON J.
GLEN G.
GLEN J.S.
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GLEN R.
GODFREY D. *
GODFREY J.
GODFREY J.D. *
GOUGH E.
GRAY A. *
GRAY J.
GRAY R.N.
GREEN F. *
GREEN H.
GULLICK T.J.
HADFIELD A.K.
HALLIGAN F.
HALLIGAN H.
HAMILTON A.
HARDBATTLE W.J.
HARRE A.
HARRE V.
HARRISON N.
HARTIGAN T.
HEESE B.
HERBERT L. *
HEWITT R.
HEYDER E.
HILL L
HILSON J.S.
HISLOP A.
HOLLAND F.J.
HOMERSHAM L.J.
HOMERSHAM R.J.
HOMERSHAM W.
HOOD F.
HOOD H. *
HORWELL R.C.
HUGHES F.
HULL E.G.
HULL H.V. *
HUNTER H.J.
ILES H.
IRVINE R.
ISITT L.M.

JARDIN J.
JOHNSON R.S.
JOHNSON T.O.
JONES C.H.
JONES W.
JUDD E.S. *
JULIAN K.
KAY F.H. *
KENNEDY R.
KERR A.
KIDDEY F.W. *
LAMB C.J.
LARGE H. *
LAW R.
LAWRENCE G.
LAWS C.R.
LEDSHAM S.
LEEMING R. *
LIVINGSTONE F.J. *
MADDISON JESSIE
MAGINNESS S.M.
MAHAN A.C.J.
MARKER R.
MARTIN C.
MATHESON K.
MAYES E.E.
MAYNARD C.H.F.
MAYNARD S.
McCALLUM J.G. *
McCALLUM N.V.
McCLURG A.B.
McCLURG D.W.
McCLURG S.K.B.
McCLURG T.Q.
McCULLOUGH R.
McDONALD W.
McGILL D. *
MCGREGOR R.
McKAY A.
MclNTOSH G.A.
MclNTOSH J.N.

MclNTOSH N.E.
MILES B.A.
MILES H.E.O. *
MILLER E. *
MILLER W.
MILNE C.J. *
MITCHELL S.
MOORE F.W.
MOORE J.
MOORE R.
MORRISON D.
MUSCHAMP H.S.
MUSCHAMP N.
NEWMAN L.C.
NEWNHAM L.G.
O'CONNOR G.W.
OLNEY J.K.
OLNEY T.H.
ORMSBY W.G. *
OSBORNE G.
OWEN B.
OWEN V.
OWERS F.T.
PADDY F.M.
PAGE C.A.
PANNELL A.
PARKER A.E.
PASSMAN J.
PEDLER L.
PERRY G.O.
PETERS B.
PETERS V.C.
POORE G.
POORE W.
POTTER R.J.
POWER H.J.
POWER J.J.
PRANKHARD L.M.
PRICE L.
QUARTERMAIN L.B.
REED T.G.

REED W. *
REESE C.
REESE H.A.
RICHARDS E.J.
RICHARDS E.P.
RICHARDS J.H.
RITCHIE A.H.
RITCHIE L
RITCHIE S. *
ROBINSON H.W.
ROBSON W.F. *
ROSS A.
ROWE W.
RUSSELL D.W.
RUSSELL G.W.
SCOTT R.
SEED E.G.
SEED W.S.
SHAW E.
SHAW F.J. *
SHEPPARD J.H.W.
SHERLOCK H.J.
SHEWARD J.
SINCOCK F.
SINCOCK W.H.
SLEIGHTHOLME L.
SMITH H.
SMITH J.
SMITH S.B.
SMITH W.
SMITH W.H.
SPICER C.
SPICER L.W.
STAPLETON J. *
STAPLETON J.
STAPLETON R.H.
STAPLETON T.
STEVENS G.
STEVENS W.J. *
STINEAR J.F.M.
STUBBERFIELD F.E.

STUBBERFIELD I.M.
SWANN G.
TARRANT H.
THOMAS F.
THOMPSON J.B. *
THOMPSON R.K.
TILLER G.H.
TODD C.M.
TOMLINE G.H.
VELVIN E.S.
WADDINGTON B.
WALDRON F.
WALDRON G.E. *
WATERS J.
WATSON G.
WATSON J.B.
WEBB R. *
WENT A.V.
WENT W.H.
WHEATLEY M.
WHITCOMBE A.
WHITCOMBE G.
WHITCOMBE H.
WHITCOME E.
WHITMORE D.G.
WHITMORE L.
WHITTA A.
WHYTE H.
WIDDOWSON E.A.
WIDDOWSON H.L.
WILLS J.
WILLS R. *
WILSON L.
WINTER A.C.Q. *
WOOD C.
WRIGHT T.H. *
WYLIE W.
YARDLEY G.D.H.

MARRIOTT P.
MARRIOTT W. *
LANGFORD L.W.
LANGFORD T.H.
REYNOLDS W.
STIRLING J.C.
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Appendix 4: Decorations & Citations
Six men whose names appear on the board were awarded military decorations during the war.
Four were awarded the Military Medal (M.M.) and three were awarded the Military Cross (M.C.).
Norman Gray was awarded both medals; M.M. in 1916 and M.C. in 1918.
Their award citations are listed below:
FALLA, Hugh Toneycliffe
3/820
M.M.
Private, No 2 Field Ambulance, N.Z. Army Medical Corps
LG. 16 August 1917, p8430, Rec No993
Messines offensive: For gallantry and devotion to duty on June 18th 1917. Private Falla in company
with Private Richford was...citation unreadable.
GRAY, Randolph Norman
3/895
MM.
Lance-Sergeant, No 2 Field Ambulance, N.Z. Medical Corps
LG. 9 December 1916, pi2058, Rec No 200
During operations on the Somme on 15th September 1916, he went several times through a heavy
barrage into Flers and collected wounded men ready for the stretcher bearers.
M.C.

2nd Lieutenant, Canterbury Regiment
LG. 4 February 1918, p 1607

Citation, LG. 5 July 1918, p7937
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when in command of his company during an attack
after the company commander had been killed. When a counter-attack was anticipated he went
round all the posts cheering and encouraging the men. His prompt action did a great deal to prevent
the attack developing. During a heavy bombardment of his trenches he was twice wounded, but
remained on duty till he collapsed.
HEESE, Benoni
36447
M.M.
Lance-Sergeant (Temp. Sergeant), 3rd Bn, Wellington Regiment
LG. 17 December 1917, pl3201, Rec No 1295
For conspicuous gallantry and fearless leadership. During the attack near Gravenstafel, on 4th
October 1917, he led his section in a rush against a Pillbox, and captured it, taking some prisoners.
Later when he was the only Sergeant left, in the Company, in the Front Line, he took charge of his
sector, and by his bravery and cheerful bearing, under difficult and trying conditions, set a splendid
example to his men.
JOHNSON, Thomas Oliver
15457
M.M.
Corporal, 1st Bn, Canterbury Regiment
LG. 14 January 1918, p847, Rec No 1489
At the assault on Belle Vue Ridge on October 12th, this Noncommissioned-officer after his Company
Officers had become casualties, took command of two Platoons, leading them forward and making a
gallant attempt to capture two "Pill Boxes" which were holding up the advances. His initiative and
pluck, and his help in reorganizing were invaluable to his Company.
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McCLURG, Douglas Wiremu
24/235
M.C.
Captain, 4th Bn, N.Z. Rifle Brigade
LG. 2 December 1918, p4290
He found the place in which he was ordered to assemble for an attack occupied by the enemy in
some force. In spite of the darkness he rushed the position and dispersed the enemy with heavy
losses, and captured several machine guns. In the advance which followed at dawn, all the officers of
the company on his flank became casualties. He took command of both companies and led them to
their objective in spite of the stubborn resistance of the enemy. His tireless energy and gallantry
overcame all difficulties.
TOMLINE, Gordon Hammond
4/1718
M.C.
2nd Lieutenant, N.Z. Machine Gun Corps
L.G. 26 July 1918, p8869, Rec No 2047
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion when, the Infantry having been checked in their advance by
heavy fire, he boldly pushed his guns forward and silenced the enemy’s guns, which enabled the
Infantry to advance and capture high ground dominating the position, Again, the enemy having
captured one of his guns, he led a bombing party which recaptured it.

Norman Gray also kept a diary of his wartime experiences. Excerpts from his diary have been
published on pages 72–110 in:
“The Great Adventure — New Zealand Soldiers Describe the First World War”
Edited by Jock Phillips, Nicholas Boyack & E.P. Malone.
1988, Allen & Unwin/Port Nicholson Press.
ISBN 0 86861 579 X
A reading copy is available in the Aotearoa New Zealand Centre in Tūranga Central Library;
Call #: 940.481 GRE.

Sources
Two Richmond School Jubilee publications (1925 & 1975) are available online at:
http://www.aveburyhouse.co.nz/richmond-history-group
Newspaper items are available at:
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers
“Honours and Awards to the New Zealand Expeditionary force in the Great War 1914–1918”
McDonald, Wayne
2001
ISBN 0-473-07714-0
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