
The following piece is an excerpt 
from a remarkable document. 
In 1940, all the pupils of Shirley 
Intermediate School took part in 
a project to record their locality: 
its history, geography, its people, 
their dwellings and occupations. 
This huge effort was part of the 
school’s contribution to the New 
Zealand centenary celebrations of 
that year. This 321-page document 
now forms a remarkable snapshot of 
the Richmond/Shirley area around 
the middle of the 20th century, seen 
through the eyes of its children.

The article tells the story of Gordon 
(surname unknown) and the writer 
(anonymous) and their adventures 
exploring some of our local water-
ways. The text has been transcribed 
verbatim from the handwritten docu-
ment…enjoy!

We left home and launched our 
dilapidated craft which went under 
at first sight of water but after much 
hammering and nailing it floated.

Now and then we would go under 
in the deep and slimy water but we 
could not climb on dry land because 
the bank was too steep. After think-
ing of crawlies, eels and water-rats, 
we were frightened out of our wits. 
After we had passed the first tribu-
tary of the Dudley about the corner 
of Shirley Road the water became 
deeper and swifter and the banks 
higher and nearer together. The earth 
in the banks was peaty right down to 
the water’s edge.

As a water rat shot across Gordon 
stood up and yelled while I crouched 

down and shouted “A Devil”. Then 
we sat down and laughed. We did not 
notice that the boat was drifting near 
the bank and with a grating sound 
and a bump we hit it. In a great hurry 
we got the hammer to work and gave 
the boat an overhaul with many inde-
scribable words and a hammer.

After repairing the boat we set out to 
find the rats’ nest. The entrance being 
under the surface of the water. As we 
did not know anything about it we 
started digging into the side of the 
bank finding the nest after about half 
an hour. It was square in shape with 
a smooth lining. If we had known it 
was so far in we could have reached 
it more quickly from the top.

Once I stood up to get my hanky 
only to fall in the murky water which 
was two feet deep there. Under the 
bridge we hit several big boulders 
and then we went under. After baling 
the water out we recommenced our 
journey. Soon afterwards we lost an 
oar and we bumped into the bank 
which broke away and fell into the 
boat. After sailing smoothly down the 
creek we suddenly hit a barricade of 
sticks piled against boulders.

Having traversed this obstacle we 
stopped for lunch on the smooth 
part of the bank. While nobody was 
looking we lit a small fire and cooked 
sausages on the end of sticks.

‘We Go Exploring’

Continues on page  3

This drawing, accompanies the story of the boys’ travels. There are many 
maps and other illustrations in the document, all drawn by the pupils.
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Richmond Community News is brought to you by 
Avebury House Community Trust and the following 
people:

Editorial: David Hollander. 
Layout: Kristine Spoor. 
Advertising: David Hollander.

Many thanks to our team who deliver the RCN 
to 2000 households and businesses throughout 
Richmond.

Contact us at: rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz or ring 
Avebury House: 03 381 6615.

Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in the 
Richmond Community News are not necessarily those 
of the editor or Avebury House Community Trust. No 
responsibility is accepted for incorrect information 
contained in advertisements or editorials. Advertisements 
for publication are accepted in good faith and publication 
of an advertisement does not imply endorsement by 
Avebury House Community Trust. 

The Richmond Community News was first published in 
late 2002. For most of the time since then it has been 
published monthly, eleven times a year (Feb–Dec), 
usually as an 8-page newsletter. Not surprisingly, things 
went a bit awry after the 2010–11 earthquakes we all 
remember so well, but even so, this makes an archive of 
115 issues prior to this one.

Now this back catalogue has been scanned and the 
resulting PDF files are available to view online at:

http://www.aveburyhouse.co.nz/newsletter1.html

The current issue is also available in PDF format here, 
so if you wish to share the latest issue with family or 
friends outside our delivery area, please send them  
the link.

In many of the RCN back issues, local history has been 
a major focus, particularly a series of articles about 
houses around Richmond. For anyone even remotely 
interested in our local heritage, these back issues make 
up a treasure house of information and interest. 

The files are all word-searchable, so you can use the 
“Find” tool in Acrobat Reader to search for words and 
phrases in an issue. This may be quicker, if less interest-
ing, than reading each issue for particular articles.

Missing in action… 
We are missing a few back issues; six, to be precise:  
#91-94 (2015) and #106-7 (2016). We do not have paper 
copies of these at Avebury, nor do we have access to the 
computer files. If anybody has saved these back issues, 
we would be delighted if we can borrow them for scan-
ning and add them to the archive. Of course, we will 
return them to you in the same condition as we receive 
them. If you have copies, please ring Avebury House: 
(03) 381-6615 or email rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz.

RCN Archive Online
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Immediately after our meal of ‘smoked’ sausages we 
restarted our trip but met with disaster for a while go-
ing through some old man’s property he yelled at us (as 
loudly as he could) to leave the premises. When I stood 
up to reply I did not succeed because we both received 
mouthfuls of the none too clean water and had the wet job 
of righting the boat.

Our faces were encountered cobwebs large and small 
under Shirley road and the noise from our cries echoed in 
the tunnel. For quite a distance we had to be quite care-
ful guiding our craft; for on either side the banks were 
no longer peat: they were concrete to prevent the water 
wearing away the land.

After clear sailing for a block we came across the Slater 
St. bridge and after passing Shirley School, approached 
the next, Chancellor St. under the bridge we encountered 
some ducklings and there was our next capsize. The 
mud on the bottom was not meant to be my dinner but it 
certainly was.

The speed of our frail craft increased as another tributary 
joined the creek and we continued our trip along Staple-
tons Road at a quicker rate. Two small “sausages” dog 
pups attracted our attention as they burrowed in the soil. 
One of them popped his head out at one end of a long 
tunnel while another crawled behind him leaving his hind 
quarters out. We at first thought that one enormous dog 
was hidden.

After passing the St. Saviour’s Orphanage we were met 
by another of the tributaries which flowed in from the 
west. When we had been sailing well for a long time and 
had passed Petrie St. and Chrystall St., the creek changed 
its course and became flowing now. This completed a half 
circle since we passed the orphanage.

As teatime was drawing near we stopped the craft at 
Averill St. and North Parade corner and climbing up the 
banks with difficulty succeeded in reaching the shop to 
buy two pies. When we returned to the creek we were just 
in time to see our “anchor” string snap and the boat disap-
pear underneath the bridge. The other side of the creek 
was covered with seeds and the boat might have got stuck 
but luck was with us. When the craft hove in sight, Gor-
don tried to jump into it but missed the mark and received 
another bath.

The banks of the were (sic) lower beside North Parade 
but we could not see the road for we were below it. 
Following the turn into Banks avenue, new scenes met 
our eyes. Daffodils beneath native trees and surrounded 
by well kept grass. Newly painted houses with gardens 
containing all kinds of old English flowers you could 
think of.

Half way down Banks Avenue a broken branch over-
turned our little ship but as the water was shallow it was 
easy to empty. When we reached the river a few minutes 
later we were tired and wet and none too cheerful.

From page 1

Roger Allen is a man who likes 
things to be done correctly. So, 
when he heard people referring 
to a suburb of ‘Edgeware’, and 
describing places in Shirley as 
being in Richmond or St Albans 
(and don’t mention the northward 
creep of Dallington!?)…he felt he 
should set the record straight. And 
who better to do so? Roger has 
family roots in the Shirley/Windsor 
area going back to the 1870s, and 
studied history at the University 
of Canterbury. He attended local 
schools and grew up in the area 
when much of this part of town 
was rural hinterland; and he has 
taught in several local schools 
during a long teaching career. 

It took Roger eighteen months to 
write his book “The Christchurch 
Districts of Windsor and Shirley”, 
which tells about people, events, 
institutions and stories from 
Horseshoe Lake to Burwood Park 

and across to Hills Road, over the 
years. For anyone remotely inter-
ested in local history the 100-odd 
pages, part personal memoir, 
part local history and part ripping 
yarn, make a fascinating read. 
Roger has assembled a wealth of 
illustrative material; maps, photos 
and ephemera, that complement 
his text wonderfully well. This is a 
book you can read from cover to 
cover, or dip in and out of at your 
whim.

Plenty of other people share a high 
opinion of Roger’s work. When 
he published the book in 2014, 
Roger was advised that a print run 
of 400 would be ample for a local 
history book; they all sold within 
six months, and copies have been 
selling on Trade Me for much more 
than the original price. Since then 
Roger has ordered a second print-
ing, so there is now no need to pay 
above the odds for a copy.

Local History Book

“The Christchurch Districts  
of Windsor and Shirley; a short 
history and reminiscences  
1860–1960”

by Roger Allen, ©2014,  
reprinted 2017 
ISBN 978-0-473-27697-3 
$25 from the author
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By Shauna Robins

When I started my role as the Cul-
tural Community Worker at Delta 
Community Support Trust in 2010, I 
asked some people from refugee and 
migrant backgrounds what were the 
needs in the Richmond/Shirley area 
for refugee and migrant people. One 
of the themes that came up strongly 
was the social isolation of refugee 
and migrant women who are moth-
ers. Many of the women who come 
to New Zealand, either as refugees 
or migrants, have left family behind, 
and so are bringing up their children 
without the help of their extended 
family. Many women do not come 
with enough English to be able to 
fully participate in New Zealand 
society, and because they have young 
children they are often stuck at home 
unable to avail themselves of the 
English language learning opportuni-
ties that exist in Christchurch. They 
desperately want to learn English and 
to have a safe place to meet other 
women, where they can relax and 
their children can play.

So, I started the Shirley International 
Playgroup for these women. Like 
other playgroups, the focus is on 
child-led play and creating opportu-
nities for babies and children to learn 
and grow.  However, unlike other 
playgroups, there is also a focus on 
the mothers. We have a short English 
lesson for those who want it, and 
regular guest speakers who come 

and present topics of interest to the 
mothers.  

Here are some of the things people 
say about the Shirley International 
Playgroup:

Orsi, Hungary, mother of 2-year-old 
Lilla: “When I arrived to NZ this 
playgroup was the only place where 
I felt understood and fully accepted. 
It was a safe environment to improve 
my English by chatting with fellow 
immigrant mums while my little one 
explored the wide range of toys the 
playgroup offered”.

Val, Italy, mother of 3-year-old 
Jordan: “I met Shauna and many 
lovely mums when my baby was 
three months old and since then I’ve 
been around these amazing people 

regularly. It is hard being a migrant 
mum and international playgroup is a 
peaceful, fun, warm place. It helped 
me a lot when I needed a chat. My 
kid is entertained and I’m relaxed.”

Zenia, Bangladesh, mother to 1-year-
old Anousha: “As a new mum I 
felt very isolated at home. The play 
group gave me the opportunity to 
meet with other mums. I have made 
some wonderful friends in the play 
group. I think as an immigrant, play-
group helps me to learn a lot about 
NZ culture and society.”

Ganga, Nepal, mother of four chil-
dren: “This playgroup has helped 
me gain knowledge about the New 
Zealand community. Because of 
this playgroup I feel welcomed, and 
love sharing my culture and learning 
about others”. 

As the name states, the playgroup is 
international, so we welcome mums 
from all cultures, Kiwi as well as 
American, European, African and 
Asian.

If you’re interested in finding out 
more about the Shirley International 
Playgroup please phone Shauna on 
(03) 389-0219 or email  
shauna@deltatrust.org.nz. The 
cost is $10 per term or $2 a session. 
Come and hang out with us sometime 
at the Shirley Hub, 69b Briggs Rd, 
Mairehau on Fridays (term time only) 
9:30–11:30 a.m. from 2 February.

Shirley International Playgroup

Pema (from Tibet) and Tenzin at the  
Botanic Gardens on a playgroup outing.

The organic gardening class which ran at Avebury last 
year was a real hit. So much so, it’s planned to do it all 
again, starting 14 February at 6 p.m. The course consists 
of ten 3-hour sessions to be held at Avebury House, and 
includes a mix of class and practical sessions. 

Topics covered include: organic philosophies; soil man-
agement; soil food webs; composting; worm farms; com-
panion planting; crop rotation; green manures; weed, 
pest & disease management; fruit pruning and plant 
propagation. Comprehensive notes for each topic will be 
provided.

Enrolment and fee information: This is a user-pays course 
and is available to New Zealand and international resi-
dents alike. The fee is $210 (fee assistance may be avail-
able) which covers course notes and all other materials.

To register interest and receive a timetable, contact: 
Hamish Kelland (Mob: 
027 2067639; email: 
kelland@actrix.co.nz).

More Organic Gardening
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In this and future issues we will highlight some of the 
businesses in and around the Richmond area. We will 
showcase their offerings and tell the stories of the peo-
ple behind the business. This month we feature one of 
our many food outlets. Food makes up a vital part of 
our lives; not just what we eat, but how we prepare and 
consume it. Over time there have been many changes in 
our food choices; in this issue we look at one of our more 
exotic restaurants. 

Many Richmond people are born in or near Christchurch, 
while others come from far afield. Hamza and Elly Co-
skun, owners of the Persian Kitchen Café & Restaurant at 
325 Stanmore Rd (the corner of Stanmore Rd and Avalon 
St), have come further than most, and have had more than 
their share of adventure on the way. 

Hamza is from Istanbul and came to New Zealand in 
1988, to be the first Turkish chef in New Zealand, at Ali 
Baba restaurant in Wellington. After two years he struck 
out on his own and moved to Christchurch where he 
opened the Topkapi Turkish Kebab House in Manches-
ter St. At the time, this was Christchurch’s only Turkish 
restaurant and became a popular destination for Christ-
church diners looking for new dining experiences.

Hamza met Elly when she started working as a waitress 
in the Topkapi in 1993, while she was studying to become 
a nurse. Elly had had an altogether more difficult path to 
New Zealand; she came here as a refugee in 1989, having 
spent two years in a camp in Pakistan after fleeing perse-
cution as a Baha’i in post-revolution Iran. After an initial 
stay in Auckland she moved to Dunedin for two and a 
half years before moving to Christchurch to study nurs-
ing. Hamza and Elly married in 1994 and the rest, as they 
say, is history. Elly never worked as a nurse and instead 
helped manage the Topkapi as one of Christchurch’s more 
exotic dining destinations.

After seventeen years they sold the Topkapi, and lat-
er opened a new restaurant in Lincoln Road, the Tea 
Room and Persian Kitchen, in 2009. The earthquake on 
4 September 2010 spelled the end of their Lincoln Road 
building, and finding a new location in post-quake Christ-
church was a real challenge. Finally, they came across 
the newly rebuilt premises on the site of the old Henry 
Africa’s restaurant on the corner of Stanmore Road & 
Avalon Street; the entrance is on Avalon St, a few metres 
from Stanmore. They opened their new Persian Kitchen 
on 4 September, 2013, the third anniversary of the first 
Canterbury earthquake.

They have been here ever since, offering their unique 
blend of Turkish and Persian cuisine in a warmly inviting 
ambience. Entering the restaurant from Avalon St is like 
stepping into another world. Hamza and Elly can cater for 
an intimate meal or a large function; up to 80 people — 
and anything in between. The Persian Kitchen is open for 
dinner seven nights a week from 5 p.m. until late. They 
also offer their entire menu as takeaways. To learn more, 
visit their website, http://persiankitchen.co.nz/ or ring: 
03 38 90 400 to make a booking.

It is amazing sometimes to meet people who have re-
markable tales to tell, and learn how they have managed 
to find their way to Richmond. Hamza and Elly are two 
such people. They offer wonderful hospitality and deli-
cious food in a unique atmosphere; new taste experiences 
from the Middle East right here in the heart of Richmond.

Persian Kitchen

Hamza & Elly Coskun at the entrance of the Persian 
Kitchen, Avalon St. 
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Puzzle
Waitangi Day (6 February) falls on a Tuesday.

Tuesday 6 March is the date for the next census.

Easter: Good Friday is on 30 March; Easter Monday, 
2 April. Tuesday 3 April is also a school holiday.

Daylight saving ends Sunday 1 April.

ANZAC Day (25 April) falls on a Wednesday.

Queen’s Birthday: Monday 4 June.

Labour Day:  Monday 22 October.

Show Day (Canterbury Anniversary):  
Friday 16 November.

School Dates: The Education Ministry website states: 
“Most schools across New Zealand follow very similar 
school term calendars to each other. However, exact 
school term dates and holidays are determined by 
each individual school within guidelines set by the 
Ministry of Education (in line with the Education Act 
1989).

It is possible that the start-date and end-date of the 
school year can vary from school to school. Howev-
er, school holidays at the end of Term 1, Term 2 and 
Term 3 definitely start on the same day for all schools 
across the country.”

Term 1 (11 weeks) ends on Friday 13 April, then 
holidays until Sunday 29 April (includes ANZAC Day, 
Wednesday 25 April).

Term 2 (10 weeks) runs from Monday 30 April until 
Friday 6 July, then holidays 7 July–22 July.

Term 3 (10 weeks) runs from Monday 23 July until 
Friday 28 September, then holidays 29 September–14 
October.

Rubbish Collection: The CCC advise that rubbish 
collections will continue as normal on most public 
holidays except for Good Friday, Anzac Day. On those 
public holidays, wheelie bins will be emptied the day 
following normal collection day for that week.

Useful Dates for 2018
Sudoku is a logic puzzle which has taken the world by 
storm over the last thirteen years. The objective is to fill 
a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, 
and each of the nine 3×3 blocks that compose the grid 
contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. 
 
The rise of Sudoku from relative obscurity in Japanese 
publications to worldwide phenomenon was largely due 
to a New Zealander. Wayne Gould was working as a 
judge in Hongkong when he came across the puzzles in 
1997. He became intrigued and, over the next six years 
he developed a computer programme to produce new Su-
doku (as you do!?). His big break came in 2004 when he 
had the chance to pitch his product to The Times newspa-
per, which published their first Sudoku on 12 November 
2004. So started a world-wide craze that shows no sign 
of wearing off any time soon. 
 
Here is a Sudoku for you to enjoy — solution next month.

Solution to the Dec/Jan crossword: 
Across 
1. Ghosts 4. Impact 9. Asteroids 10. Ear 11. Ferment  
12. Rites 13. Taunt 14. Assumes 16. Erudite 18. Rut  
22. Magneto 23. Nacre 24. Tutor 25. Suspend.

 
Down 
1. Graffiti 2. Otter 3. Tormented 5. Mistrust 6. Avert  
7. Thrusts 8. Distractions 17. Right 19. Trend  
20. Emit 21. Onus.
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Richmond Community Gardens has created a transitional community 
space in the red zone behind the paddling pool in Avebury Park. Volun-

teers have created raised garden beds using ha-
zelnut and willow, and grow produce for food 
banks and the community. We run two sessions 
a week where volunteers come together to work 
in the garden, make friends, and share a cuppa.

Session times are Wednesday 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 
& Saturday 10 a.m.–12 noon. We meet behind 
the paddling pool. Everyone is welcome. Stay 
as long as you like. Donate your time and in 
return you will receive some in-season produce.

Contact: Rachel Thwaites 022 0467-224.

Richmond Community
 Garden

Classified Ads
Do you have items to sell, or do 
you provide a product or service? 
Do you wish to reach more than 
1800 households and businesses in 
Richmond? A classified ad in the 
RCN could be the answer. Contact 
us to learn more – email:  
rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz.

Tuition
Clarinet, Sax, Flute, Guitar, Bass, & 
Piano—Experienced local teachers. 
Phone Nicola & Ivan  
(03) 385-3856.

By Duncan Hurren, pharmacist at 
North Avon Pharmacy, 76 North 
Avon Road.

Managing stress
A little bit of stress won’t do you any 
harm; in fact, it can motivate you 
to do your best. On the other hand, 
an excessive amount of ongoing 
stress plays havoc on your physical 

wellbeing. For some people, stress is so common that it 
becomes part of their everyday routine. If you constantly 
find yourself feeling overwhelmed, it’s time to get some 
help. 

So, what is stress? Stress is a physical reaction to events 
that make you feel threatened or upset your balance. This 
stress response from your body is its way of looking after 
you. Up to a certain point a stress response can be very 
helpful, especially in emergency situations where stress 
can save your life. 

But your body will reach a certain point where stress 
stops being good and starts causing damage to your 
health, the way you work, your moods and relationships, 
as well as your quality of life. The most telling sign of 
stress becoming detrimental to your health is when it has 
been ongoing for a long time rather than stress in relation 
to a particular event. 

Your body can’t tell whether you have physical or mental 
threats; so it doesn’t matter whether you are having an 
argument with your spouse or are stuck in traffic, your 
body reacts as if you are facing a threatening situation. 
Continually allowing your body to be exposed to this 
kind of stress can lead to serious health problems, like 

raised blood pressure or a compromised immune system. 
This can increase your risk of having a heart attack or 
stroke and can speed up the ageing process. 

Health problems which can be caused, or exacerbated, 
by stress, include: heart disease, anxiety & depression, 
weight control, digestive problems, skin conditions like 
eczema, and high blood pressure.

Common external causes of stress include: major life 
changes, work pressures, financial problems, relationship 
difficulties and being too busy.

Common psychological causes of stress are: inability to 
accept uncertainty, unrealistic expectations, pessimism 
and perfectionism.

So, how do you fix stress? You can fix stress by removing 
the cause. If you can’t remove the cause then you need to 
learn to manage it. Stress management involves changing 
the stressful situation when you can, changing your reac-
tion when you can’t, taking care of yourself, and making 
time for rest and relaxation. Getting enough sleep is also 
an important factor.  

It’s also a good idea to find a stress release – team sports 
are a great way of being social while you are doing your 
body some good. Eating a well-balanced diet and getting 
regular exercise can help manage stress. 

If you can, talk to your friends or parents. And remember 
that your community pharmacist is always there to give 
you lifestyle advice. We are not just all about the pills 
and potions – we can advise you on exercise, nutrition 
and your general wellbeing. As the health professional 
you see most often we are always available if you need to 
talk.

Health Matters…
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AVEBURY HOUSE,  
9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue 
Phone (03) 381-6615 
The Avebury Community 
Library is open every day,  
9 a.m.– 5 p.m. in the Margaret 
Deakin Room at Avebury 
House. 
Monday 
Chit chat Club:  
10–10:30 a.m. The Chit Chat 
Club is for the older adults 
(55+) in our community to get 
together and have tea and a 
catch up. 
Gentle Exercise:  
10:30–11:30 a.m. Gentle 
exercise class is led by a tutor 
who guides you through an 
exercise routine designed to 
keep those muscles moving! 
$5/session.

Tuesday 
Yoga: 8:45–9:45 a.m. and 
6–7 p.m. Join us for a good 
stretch! Beginners welcome. 
$6/session. 
Art Class:  
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Bring a 
project along or work on some 
skills. Drop in anytime. $5/
session. 

Wednesday 
Richmond Community 
Garden: From 9:30 a.m. 
onwards. We welcome 
volunteers, be they seasoned 
gardeners or newbies, to 
help create a beautiful veggie 
garden for our community to 
enjoy! 
Hugs All Round Quilting 
Group: 1–3 p.m. We make 
quilts for children who need 
an extra hug. Join us to learn 
more about quilting; this 
includes machine and hand-
sewing. 

 

HOLY TRINITY AVONSIDE, 168 
Stanmore Road 
Thursday  
Exercise at Avonside, 11 
a.m.–12 noon at Holy Trinity 
Hall, 168 Stanmore Road, 
Avonside. Cost: $4, followed 
by a light lunch.

DELTA COMMUNITY TRUST 
105 North Avon Road 
Phone (03) 389-0212 
Free bread, Monday–Friday: 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., as 
available. 
Monday 
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free, some criteria apply. 
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls 
& toasted sandwiches,  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Items as 
priced. 
Craft Group: 10 a.m. –1 p.m. 
Addington Net: Computer  
& tech help for all. 10 a.m.–12 
noon.

Wednesday 
English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL): 
10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon. $2, 
at 103 North Avon Rd (next 
door to Delta). Pre-schoolers 
welcome. 
Food Bank: 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Free, some criteria apply. 
Footprints Café: Coffee, rolls 
& toasted sandwiches,  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Items as 
priced. 
Fruit & Vegie Co-op: $12/$6 
a bag. Pay weekly in advance 
each Wednesday, great value.

Friday 
Delta Inn: 2-course 
community meal. Every Friday 
12:00 noon, $3. 
Food Bank:  
10:00 a.m.–12 noon, & 
1:00–2:00 p.m. Free, some 
criteria apply.  
Second Hand Goods/Clothes 
store: 1 p.m. Goods as priced. 
Shirley International 
Playgroup: 9.30 a.m.–11.30 
a.m. at the Shirley Hub, 
69B Briggs Road. For mums 
& under 5’s from refugee 
& migrant backgrounds – 
playgroup & English class. $2/
session or $10/term.

CHRYSTAL PALACE, 
12 Chrystal Street 
Come belly dance with 
Soul Star Tribe: all ages, 
backgrounds, and fitness 
levels welcome! All classes $10 
casual. For more information, 
contact Sam: 027 6525 993. 
 
Friday 
Intermediate Skirt, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday  
10 a.m. Gypsy Caravan 
Beginners. 
11 a.m. Gypsy Caravan 
Intermediate.

 
SHIRLEY LADIES FRIENDSHIP 
CLUB

We meet on 2nd Wednesday 
of each month (Feb–Dec), 
in the All Saints Church Hall, 
305 New Brighton Road at 10 
a.m. New members welcome. 
Contact Sandra: 381-7129.

 
SHIRLEY RECREATIONAL 
WALKERS 
Mondays & Thursdays:  
Meet at Shirley Community 
Centre site, cnr Shirley Rd & 
Chancellor St, 9:30 a.m. Walks 
around Christchurch. All ages 
welcome.  
For more information and 
a copy of the programme, 
contact Sue (03) 981-7071 or 
027 775-4635.

TRITON HEARING,  
120 Hills Road 
Open Clinic, Wednesday 28 
February, 1.00 – 2.00 p.m. 

Pop in for a chat with our 
audiologists and enjoy a 
cuppa and nibbles. We will 
be available to answer any 
questions you have about 
your hearing. Please call 
Ruth or Trish for any further 
information on 03 385 5080.

SHIRLEY LIBRARY, 
36 Marshland Road (by the 
Palms Mall) 
Phone (03) 941-7923 
Monday 
Book Discussion Group: 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Second & 
fourth Monday of the month. 
$60 for year. 
Activity Zone: 3:45–4:45 p.m. 
After school club for 6–10-
year olds. No charge.

Tuesday 
J.P. Clinic: 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Weekly. No charge. 
Storytimes/Wā Korero:  
for over two-year-olds. 
10:30–11 a.m. Weekly during 
term time. No charge. 
Reading to Dogs:  
3:30–4:30 p.m. For age five 
plus. No charge, but book in 
advance.

Wednesday 
Scrabble: 1:30–3:30 p.m. No 
charge.

Thursday 
Babytimes/Wā Pepi: for 
under two-year olds. 10:30–11 
a.m. Weekly during term time. 
Book Discussion Group:  
6–7 p.m. Second Thursday of 
the month. $60 for year.

Saturday 
Super Saturday Storytimes:  
2–7-year olds. Weekly during 
term time. 11–11:45 a.m. No 
charge. 
Magic: The Gathering: First 
Saturday of the month. For 
8–18-year olds. From 1 p.m. 
No charge.

What’s on in Richmond
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