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Vive le Repair Révolution!

By Morgane Forde-Honoré

The Christchurch Repair Revolution is a new monthly
event run by volunteers, aiming to change our
relationships with the things we own. To reduce waste,
we need to reject the notion of a ‘throwaway society’ and
fix our cycle of buy-break-chuck. The Repair Revolution
follows the model of a repair cafe where skilled and
amateur repairers come together to help fix people’s
things - as well as teaching them how to repair and
maintain them!
The Richmond Community Garden hosted the third
monthly event on October 16th at the Riverlution

Eco Hub on Vogel St. We had an amazing turnout of
volunteers and guests, and successfully repaired a huge
number of things from clothes and sleeping bags, to kids’
toys, coffee machines, vacuum cleaners and much more.
If you missed out, don’t worry, we’re running an event
every month. Check out ‘CHCH Repair Revolution’
and ‘Richmond Community Garden’ on Facebook for
upcoming events and to get involved.
Next Repair Revolution is Saturday November 6th,
10am-1pm, at the Eco Hub, 46A Vogel St.

Top: Morgane welcoming people to the Richmond Eco Hub; Kevin says “The Repair Revolution welcomes everyone and puts a big
focus on learning how to repair your own things when possible.”; Sam, woodworker and general handy man, gluing some pottery.
Middle: Martin, sewer and home economics teacher; Esther, guest, was taught to use a sewing machine and patched 4 of her
own garments; A tea pot repaired using the Japanese technique of Kintsugi.
Bottom: Daniel, Electrician and Mechatronics expert; The Repair revolution team; and Aidas, Electrician and general handy man.

Richmond Community News is brought to you by
Avebury House Community Trust and the following
people:
Editorial: Tanya Didham.
Layout: Kristine Spoor.
Many thanks to our team who deliver the RCN
to 2800 households and businesses throughout
Richmond.
The RCN is now available online:
www.aveburyhouse.co.nz/newsletter.html
Contact us at: rcn@aveburyhouse.co.nz or ring
Avebury House: 03 381 6615.
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in the
Richmond Community News are not necessarily
those of the editor or Avebury House Community
Trust. No responsibility is accepted for incorrect
information contained in advertisements or editorials.
Advertisements for publication are accepted in good
faith and publication of an advertisement does not imply
endorsement by Avebury House Community Trust.

The Wit of Sam

Christmas is Cancelled!

It’s not quite that bad, but we are sad to
inform everyone that Avebury’s
Christmas Night Market,
scheduled for November 19th, will
not be going ahead. We thought long
and hard, but current covid conditions
mean we would not be able to create
the relaxed and welcoming atmosphere we
love. Plus it’s the responsible choice for the health of our
community in these uncertain times. We are especially
sad to disappoint our vendors and encourage you to
still think local if you’re buying Christmas presents; try
getting creative with decorations and wrapping - Boxing
Day doesn’t need to be the biggest rubbish day of the
year!

Teddy Bears Soldier On!
On the bright side, at Level
2 we can go ahead with
the Teddy Bears’ Picnic.
We will have sign-in codes
and hand sanitiser on hand.
We encourage masks for
adults until you have found
your picnic spot. The fabulous Natural Magic Pirates
will be bringing the entertainment and we’ll be handing
out signature teddy treats! Don’t forget to bring your
favourite little friend!
Teddy Bears’ Picnic is at Avebury Playground on Friday
November 26th, from 10am - 12pm.

I saw a 200-year-old oil stain. It was from
Ancient Greece.

DIY Workshops at Avebury
Want to have a go at
making your own basic
household cleaners for a
fraction of the cost of the
supermarket stuff?

My wife said if I bought her one more
stupid gift, she would burn it. So I bought
her a candle.

Kirsten Wyllie from
Plant Powered knows
all the tricks and is doing a special rate for Avebury
House of just $30 for her excellent household cleaners
workshop on Friday November 22nd at 10am!
90 mins.

What do you call a sleeping spouse?
Anything you want, they can’t hear you!
Illustration by Stephanee Terris

It’ll be a great morning with some great folk, you’ll
take home lots of recipes, ideas, and whatever you
make! Plus she is also running her natural skincare
workshop again at the regular cost of $50 on Saturday
20 November at 10am. 90 mins.

“If you think you are too small to be effective,
you have never been in the dark with a
mosquito.”
– Anon.

If you’d like to come along to either workshop, (space
is limited due to covid restrictions), please book in with
Kirsten on 027 421 2220 or kirsten.w@xtra.co.nz
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chi). If you can’t make it in
during office hours (MonFri, 9am - 1pm), give us a
call and we can sort you out!

Tai Chi Back on the Lawn!
After a hiatus we welcome Roger and his tai chi back
to Avebury’s front lawn, Tuesday November 9th
@10.30am

We will keep our 10-click
cards at $60, but next
year we may suggest an
individual koha of $8 per
class for those who can
afford it. It means we can
pay our lovely tutors more!

Beginners are welcome, $10/class.
Participant numbers when outdoors are not an issue, but
if it is wet, the class comes inside. If you want to book a
spot, just give us a call at Avebury, 381 6615, or email us
at admin@aveburyhouse.co.nz

YOGA AND PILATES

Mon 6pm yoga - Robyn 027 459 2553
Tues 9am yoga - Alison 021 150 0163
Tues 6pm Pilates - Dakota 022 012 5005
Thurs 9am yoga - Timea 021 295 0037
Thurs 11am Pilates - Dakota 022 012 5005
Thurs 6pm yoga - Dakota 022 012 5005

Our other YOGA AND PILATES classes are still subject
to bookings. This is to keep numbers within social
distancing limits for the room size. Please note, during
November, Dakota will be taking Dee’s Pilates classes on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Get one of our popular $60 10-click cards - they make
it super-easy to pop in without worrying about having
the right change, and they work for any class (except tai

You can bring exact cash or pay online to Avebury House,
Westpac Account: 03 0859 0356982 00. Please use your
name and ‘yoga’ or ‘Pilates’ as reference.

Upholstery Course

My name is Phil and I have recently returned from
Melbourne where I was a tutor at Holmesglen Tafe, a
trade school where I taught a government recognized
certificate in upholstery. I have been able to work with
apprentices and their employers in Victoria, South
Australia and Tasmania, as well as adult learners in
Melbourne. Units included developing a cutting plan, basic
sewing, decorative techniques and complex sewing.
I’m happy to be running a workshop in conjunction with
Avebury house catering to a wide range of projects. I’ll be
teaching practical skills and sharing knowledge, enabling
you to recover your own special furniture pieces.
If you’re interested and would like further information,
please ring me on 021524454.
I will set dates once I know who is interested, and will also
be running a workshop in Diamond Harbour. Chairs, Phil!

Weaving Harakeke with Corabelle
Corabelle is back with another
5-week module on how to work
with harakeke. Beginner or returnee,
whatever level you are at, Corabelle
can guide your progress. We’ve had
great feedback from students, many
of whom have stayed on from the
start, or had a break and come back.
There’s no obligation to continue
longer than you want to, but if
you’d like to learn this practical and
sustainable skill, from a talented and generous kaiako/
teacher, get in touch!

“I have made more kete and bags at
home and am enjoying improving the
quality of items.” - Robyn
“I very much enjoyed the harakeke
weaving classes and Corabelle’s a
very good teacher. I would be keen
to attend again.” - Helen
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Where and when: Avebury House,
Wednesday evenings from 6pm
starting Nov 3rd for 5 weeks.
How to book: contact
admin@aveburyhouse.co.nz or call us on 381 6615.
Recommended koha: $10/session

Remembering Stanmore

By Brian Barkle, first published as ‘Some of My Memories’ in Oct 2003
I grew up, sixty odd years ago [1940s], at 267 Stanmore
Road. Morgan Davies’ shoe repair shop was on the
corner of Bruce Street. [This street was already closed
by 2003, but once connected Stanmore Rd and Pavitt
St, by St Vincent de Paul’s]. There were only 3 homes
in Bruce Street: the Ward family (he was a detective),
the O’Hagans (he sang in the Cathedral choir) and the
Keatleys. Also in the street was Stokes’ Bakery, where
we spent hours hitting a tennis ball against the brick wall.
Opposite, Ron Challis started up what is now Butler’s
Auto, at the time just the size of an average household
garage. Further down was Hamilton’s - the milkman.
I remember helping to fill the bottles out of what to me
looked like an upturned milk churn. On the other corner
of Alexandra Street, was McGrath’s the blacksmith to this day I swear that it was haunted.
The house on the opposite side of Vogel Street belonged
to Mr and Mrs Ball and I see the house still stands.
Next to them was Donaldson’s Grocery, and I think the
Donaldson’s lived in the house next door, north of the
shop. The block of shops contained Hillary Parker’s bike
shop. Everything I know about bikes was shown to me
by Hillary. His parents resided at the back of the shop.
Then there was the dairy, later run by Sam La Hood (who
died recently [in 2003] in his nineties). A popular cake
kitchen was next door (Mr Frew?), and Edna Bainbridge

a wrought iron fence in front. I remember McPherson’s
butchery on North Avon Road, Wonnacott’s Fruit Shop
on the corner, the drapery, Four Square Grocer, Morgan’s
hairdressers, Roy Burns which became Richmond
Electrical. Opposite was the Self Help Grocery, (now
Henry Africa’s [now part of the Richmond Club]) where
I once worked before I left the district. Bert Hicks was
the manager and a very nice man to work for. Next was
the Post Office and then a book shop. At church, I used to
go to a club called Lifeboys - a maritime version of cubs.
The house in the park, on the corner of Pavitt Street,
used to house the caretaker of Richmond School. We
would spend hours in the park every night after school
(after doing our homework, of course). We would be
there until dark, sometimes 20-30 kids, male and female,
playing bar-the-door! We didn’t need any sophisticated
playground equipment. Next to the park was the pool
and Scout Den, which are no longer there. Nearby,
Willie Young ran a fruit and vege shop, and would sell
alcohol on a Sunday when it was still illegal. Frank
and Mary Greenbank lived behind us and the Legion of
Frontiersmen had their meeting place out front. Next
door, Stan Barclay turned out thousands of wooden table
and chair legs on his lathe. Well I am back home again
after that stroll down memory lane. I am sure there is
somebody out there who remembers more.

The 1940 Stanmore Rd map prepared by Noeline Hansen and Shona Ward and drawn by Ken Washington. The original document
is large: 2500 x 460 mm and is on display in the Richmond Room, upstairs at Avebury House.

had a hairdresser’s which I see is still a salon. A few
doors along was McDonald’s Tailoring, Syd Hadley
was working there when I was a lad. It was recently
demolished to make way for housing. Mr Harrison on the
corner of Warwick Street used to mow the grass on the
park - apparently he lost a few fingers in the process.
On the other corner of Warwick Street (now the New
World Supermarket), lived the Grahams, who I will never
forget, as they treated me as one of their own. They were
also caretakers of the swimming pool.
Next was Grainger’s Grain and Produce, and then came
the Boy’s Home, which in those days was run by a
Mr Keane - a very fine gentleman. Further down, in
Siddal Place, was the Mayor’s residence. It used to have

This article is a trip down RCN’s memory lane too, as the
original first appeared in our October 2003 issue! This
version has been slightly abridged for size. In 2003 Brian
lived at 17 Flesher Ave in Richmond, his home was redzoned after the quakes. To read his original article, and to
peruse all back-issues of the Richmond Community News
- full of fascinating local history - visit our website.
P.S. And if you do remember more, or it reminds you of
another local story, we’d love to hear from you! See the
RCN contact details pg 2.
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Celebrating Heritage
The Beca Heritage Festival was a great
success with many events across the city
during October. At Avebury House we hosted
a history display and served our delicious
Devonshire Teas on Saturday October
16th! We had a fantastic turnout - it was
a beautiful day - and several folk went the
extra mile to dress up. Thanks to Council for
supporting heritage in Christchurch - the tea
and scones were on them! A thousand thank
yous to our wonderful volunteers, especially
David who put the exhibition together with
Andrea, and Mary, Linda and Beth who
did a stellar job making and serving those
delightful Devonshires!
Most of the display information has now
been uploaded to our website. Check
the Richmond History Group page on our
website here.

Clockwise from top: History Group
volunteer David discussing Richmond
affairs, a document from our collection,
ladies enjoying Devonshire tea; Andrea,
a History group member, in our History
room.
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Puzzle

Mind Yer Language:

Wood Luck?

By Tanya Didham

Have you ever touched or knocked on wood to
keep a good luck streak going? Ever wondered
why? In many European cultures trees were
thought to be the homes of supernatural beings
such as fairies and sprites. If you were near a
special tree you might signal your presence to
prevent any mischief occurring, or perhaps ask
for its magic to protect you. In Spain it’s ‘tocar
madera’ and in France, ‘toucher du bois’. In
Denmark they say the magic numbers ‘syv, ne,
tretten’ (7, 9, 13), before knocking under a table.
In Latin America knocking on wood is also
common, but often with the proviso that the wood
doesn’t have legs ‘tocar madera sin patas’ i.e. no
tables, chairs, etc. Romania has a similar caveat
regarding wooden tables. Perhaps so as not to be
confused with a monastic practise of knocking
on a large, not untable-like wooden instrument
(simantra), to call people to prayer. Or maybe
just because you can’t cheat and fairies don’t
live in tables. In Bulgaria the table-exclusion
can sometimes apply too, but a ‘God guard us’
and an ear-lobe tug are added. Same for Turkey.
In Portugal (and Brazil) there’s no need to say
anything, three quick knocks will do the trick,
though in the absence of a nearby tree saying
‘bater na madeira’ (hit the wood) might just do.

Druids felt trees held the mysteries of life, the
embodiment of Nature’s secrets. Their name is
believed to come from a combination of the Celtic
words for ‘oak’ (which also meant ‘true’): derwos,
and ‘knowledge’: wid, making them ‘they who
know the oak/truth’. Incidentally Anglo-Saxons
similarly used the same word for ‘tree’ and
‘truth’: treow. Both the Celtic and Old English
came from a literal root word meaning ‘steadfast’.
Like a tree. Give one a hug today.

Crossword
Across
1. Inferior (11)
8. Colouring agent (7)
9. Frolic (5)
10. Sea eagle (4)
11. Against (7)
12. Star (3)
13. Cease (4)
15. Consumes (4)
17. Young goat (3)
19. Bishopric (7)
20. Mark (4)
23. Relaxed (5)
24. Explain in detail (7)
25. Formidable (11)

Down
1. Light meal (6)
2. Start (5)
3. Dainty (4)
4. Idea (6)
5. Received (8)
6. Part payment (7)
7. Long step (6)
12. Wonderful (8)
14. Men’s garment (7)
16. Stick (6)
17. NZ pigeon (6)
18. Card game (6)
21. Small fragment (5)
22. Minor quarrel (4)

Solution to October’s Crossword
Across: 1. Soluble 2. Macabre 9. Alibi 10. Fascinate 11. Viewfinder
12. Isle 14. Acclimatise 18. Masterpiece 21. Read 22. Aspiration
25. Poisonous 26. Total 27. Romance 28. Terroir
Down: 1. Starve 2. Loiter 3. Briefcases 5. Elfin 6. Coin 7. Bearskin
8. Ebenezer 13. Malefactor 15. Copestone 16. Improper 17. Escapism
19. Bistro 20. Angler 23. Inset 24. Moon
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Carboot Sale!
Shirley Community Centre is seeking
carbooters for their carboot sale on
Saturday November 13, 9 am to 12 noon.
It will be held at the 10 Shirley Road site,
(entrance off Slater Street).
30 sites are available, $5 per site. Sausage
sizzle and coffee cart will be there.
PLEASE NOTE This will only go ahead if we are in Level 2, and covid
protocols will apply: You must wear a mask. Must scan in. Must
keep 2 m apart.No EFTPOS, Cash Only and no toilet facilities - so go
before you go!
To book a site email shirleycentral24@gmail.com before Nov 5th.
Please include all contact details eg cellphone and name.

Clarinet, Sax, Flute, Guitar, Bass,
& Piano—Experienced local
teachers. Phone Nicola & Ivan
(03) 385-3856.

Feeling lonely, sad or
finding life changes a
bit tough....

Learn some easy ways
to lift your mood
Managing your mood &
coping with change
@Delta Community Trust
Thursdays 1-3pm
Oct 21st - Nov 25th.

Christchurch City Council are
welcoming feedback on the Richmond
street renewal programme which is
continuing in the area. A number of
streets have been completed already,
with Dudley, Nicholls and Stapletons Rd
next in line.
You can find all the information
and make your submission here by
November 10th.

Thank You Bill!

Tuition
Reading, Writing, Spelling, Maths
(Y1-Y12)
Qualified local teacher, individual
programmes, great results.
P: 021 197 8383 or
E: katharineabeaumont@gmail.com

Richmond Street Renewal Have Your Say!

This month we sadly farewelled
William (Bill) Willmott, husband of
Di Madgin, former residents of 373
River Road. After being displaced by
the earthquakes Di and Bill fought
hard for the community they had to
leave, ensuring significant trees were
retained, people were supported, and
the heritage and history of the area
was not lost.

Once the house was gone, they
continued coming back to tend their
beautiful garden. Today it has become
a place of solitude and sometimes
celebration, with the odd wedding
being held there. Two of our local
organisations, Richmond Community
Garden and Avon-Otakaro Network
assist Di in maintaining her and Bill’s
treasured piece of River Rd. It serves now as a reminder and symbol of the
well-loved homes that once stood, and it will be part of the river’s Heritage
Trail.
Bill was a professor in sociology at the University of Canterbury, and will
be remembered as an excellent teacher; a true leader with a legendary
reputation for thinking outside the box. We all thank you Bill, for the
loving part you have played in our local history. Our heartfelt condolences
to Di, and to all whose lives you touched.

To register: PH 389-0212 or 0800233582 or
email counsellor@deltatrust.org.nz.
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What’s on in Richmond
PLEASE NOTE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS BELOW WILL ONLY OCCUR AT COVID ALERT LEVEL 2 OR LOWER
AVEBURY HOUSE,
9 Eveleyn Couzins Avenue.
Phone (03) 381-6615
The office is open Mon to
Fri from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday
Men’s Shed: from around 9.30am
til 4pm, also on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.
Chit chat Club: 10–10:30 a.m.
The Chit Chat Club is for the older
adults (55+) in our community to
get together and have a catch up.
Gentle Exercise:
10:30–11:30 a.m. Gentle exercise
class with a tutor who guides
you through an exercise routine
designed to keep those muscles
moving! $5/session.
Richmond Community Garden:
From 9:30 a.m. onwards. We
welcome volunteers to help create
a beautiful veggie garden for our
community to enjoy! Also meets
Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Yoga: 6–7 p.m. Join us for a good
stretch! Beginners welcome.
$6/session.

DELTA COMMUNITY
TRUST,
101 North Avon Road
(Entrance off Chrystal St)
Ph: (03) 389-0212, Free phone
0800233582
Foodbank: Monday, Wednesday,
Friday 10am-2pm (closed Fridays
12-1pm for lunch). Closed public
holidays. Please phone first until
level 1.
Monday café 10.00am-12:30pm.
Has started back from Nov 1st.
Entry at Crossway building.
$2 toasties
Friday Inn Community Meal: won’t
be starting until level 1.
Free Budgeting advice & Advocacy
support: Please ring for an
appointment.
North Avon Community Centre
English class: Weds, during
term-time, 10am-12.30pm. $3.
Concession cards available.
Delta International Playgroup:
starts back in Term 4, Friday 22nd
October. 9am-12pm. $2 per session
or $10 for the term.
HOLY TRINITY
AVONSIDE,
168 Stanmore Road,
Ph 389-6948
Activities Group
-Weekly, Thursday, 1pm.
Exercise Class - Weekly, Thursday,
11am.
Parish Eucharist - Weekly, Sundays
9.30am, Thursdays 10am.
All Age Church - Monthly, 2nd

Tuesday
Yoga: 9:00–10:00 a.m. Join us for a
good stretch! Beginners welcome.
$6/session.
Tai Chi: 10:30 a.m. $10/session
Small White Teapot Group: Haiku
group meets every 4th Tuesday of
the month at 12pm.
Pilates: 6:00 p.m. $6/session.
Wednesday
Yoga: 9:00 a.m. Beginners welcome!
Write Your Own History: Every 2nd
and 4th Wed of the month. 10 a.m.
–12 noon.
Stress Release: 7:30pm. Let go
stress. Relax the body. Calm the
mind. Also on Fridays at 10:30am
Hugs All Round Quilting Group:
1–3 p.m. We make quilts for
children who need an extra hug.
Join us to learn more about quilting;
this includes machine and handsewing.
Thursday
Pilates: 11 a.m. $6/session.
Yoga: 6-7 p.m. $6. Evening yoga.
Join us for a good stretch!

Delta Playgym: starts back under
Level 1 from Thursday, 21st October.
$3 per child, under 1s free. 9:30am11:30am
Beginner Ukulele: Thursdays for 6
weeks, starting October 21st
Meditation: 4 weeks of
Wednesdays, 12:30pm-1:30pm,
10th, 17th November, 1st, 8th
December. Koha. Please register for
the class.Guitar Beginners class: 6
weeks of lessons, Thursdays 1pm2pm starting 28th October. $20
Beginners Te Reo Māori Class:
starting November 16th for 4
weeks. Tuesdays 10am-12pm. Koha
donation.Registrations essential.
Ladies Craft Group: starting back.
Every 2nd Monday From Nov 1st
10am-12pm in the Delta Cafe. Entry
at Crossway building. $2
Call Shauna (03) 389-0219 or email
shauna@deltatrust.org.nz to
register for limited courses or for
more information.

Sunday, 11.15am.
Prayer and Praise - Monthly, 4th
Sunday, 11am.
Vestry - Monthly, 2nd Wednesday,
7.15pm.
Wednesday Café - Monthly, 2nd
Wednesday, 11.30am.
Assn of Anglican Women –
Monthly, 4th Saturday, 10.30am.
Foot Clinic - Every 6 weeks,
bookings essential.
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SOUL STAR TRIBE: beginner belly dance
classes 5:30pm Tuesdays (CWEA, 59 Gloucester
Street, City Centre), and 10am Saturdays
from (The Chrystal Palace, 12 Chrystal Street,
Richmond).
$10 casual, concession cards available. For
more information, please phone Samantha on
027 6525 993.

CROSSWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH
North Avon Community Centre. 101 North
Avon Road (entry off Chystal St)
Sunday Services: Every Sunday at 10am
Family friendly with children’s programmes.
For more information you can find us on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/crosswaych/
SHIRLEY RECREATIONAL WALKERS
Mondays & Thursdays:
Meet at Shirley Community Centre site, cnr
Shirley Rd & Chancellor St, 9:30 a.m. Walks
around Christchurch. All ages welcome.
For more information and a copy of the
programme, contact Sue (03) 981-7071 or
027 775-4635.
SHIRLEY LIBRARY,
36 Marshland Road (by the Palms Mall).
Phone (03) 941-7923
Monday
Shirley Library Book Discussion Group:
10:30am. Held on the second Monday of the
month. Bookings essential. Please phone or
email to enquire about availability and cost.
Activity Zone: 3:45–4:45 p.m. For 6–10-year
olds. No charge.
Tuesday
J.P. Clinic: 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Weekly. No charge.
Wā Kōrero: Storytimes: 10:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Recommended for over 2s.
Reading to Dogs: 3:30p.m. – 4:30p.m.
Bookings essential. During term time.
Wednesday
Scrabble Club: 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
No obligation, just come along and join our
friendly group. All materials are supplied. Free.
Dungeon Delvers: 4:00– 5:30p.m. Tabletop
roleplaying campaign for ages 12 to 18.
Booking required. Fortnightly.
Thursday
Babytimes/Wā Pepi: for under two-year olds.
10:30–11 a.m. Weekly during term time.
Knit ‘n’ Yarn: 1:00p.m. – 3:00p.m. Enjoy time
with other crafters. Share skills and be inspired
in our friendly, relaxing environment.
Friday
Card Club: Just come along and join the fun.
Free. No bookings required.
Saturday
Family History Help: 10a.m. A member of the
NZ Society of Genealogists will be available to
help with your family history questions. Free.
Mahjong Group: 1:00 p.m. For beginners and
advanced players alike. If you have your own
set, please bring it along, otherwise come
along and join in a friendly game.

