Subdivision Sales Notice — 1925
This poster announces the residential development of land along Shirley Rd and the north end of Stapletons
Rd. The area between North Avon Rd and Shirley Rd had become part of Christchurch City in 19141 and was
still predominantly farmland.
It is interesting to note that the sections are advertised as serviced by both sewers and electricity: ‘Electric
light available’. Large-scale electricity reticulation was still a recent development in Christchurch at this time.
The Lake Coleridge power station, which supplied Christchurch with a reliable, large-scale electricity supply,
had only begun operating ten years earlier.2 The Christchurch sewer system had seen little expansion
between 1880s and the end of WW1. But changes to the Christchurch Drainage Board’s funding had allowed
the board to expand operations to new areas. These areas relied on a series of pumping stations to move
sewage directly to the sewage farm at Bromley, bypassing the largely gravity-based sewer system that had
been installed in the central city area a generation earlier. The site that would be occupied by the
pumping station on Stapletons Rd (#27) is laid out, but otherwise unmarked on the large-scale map.
The pumping station was built in 1927.3 The sewer pipes in this area were laid in a series of contracts
between 1924 & 1927.4
The smaller-scale map at right shows the tram route to and from New Brighton (via North Beach),
along North Parade, North Avon Rd and Stanmore Rd. This map also shows a small part of a bus route
running along Warden St, the north end of Chancellor St and Shirley Rd; this service commenced in 1925.5
The map also shows the development of the area between Averill St and North Avon Rd up to this time.
Stapletons Rd, Petrie St and Chrystal St, all named after early residents, have been formed, as has Randall St,
which had been named after the Archbishop of Canterbury 1903–286. The map shows an intention to extend
both Petrie and Chrystal Streets further north, but only Petrie St was extended. Warden St runs west of
Dudley Creek and was later extended eastwards as shown in dotted lines on the map. This smaller map
shows a shop on the south-west corner of Petrie and Averill St. No sign of this has been apparent for many
years. Shops are also marked on the north side of Shirley Rd at the intersection with Marshland Rd.
The large map indicates the direction to the #16 tram route, which ran to St Albans Park, and notes the
presence of Shirley Primary School, which had opened in 1916 on the south side of Shirley Rd between
Chancellor and Slater Streets. An area of land was set aside as a public reserve as part of the subdivision; this
was named Petrie Park in 1948.7
St Saviour’s Orphanage occupied a large site at 73 Stapletons Rd, west of Dudley Creek between Guild and
Dudley streets, but is not marked on either map. The orphanage remained on the site until the 1950s when
the site was converted to accommodation for the elderly and was renamed Churchill Courts. Both this
complex and Julius Terrace were named after Churchill Julius, the second Anglican bishop of Christchurch
between 1890 & 1925. Julius Terrace had earlier been named Harper Terrace after the first Anglican bishop,
Henry Harper, bishop from 1856 to 1890.
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